




....... 

SENECA LANGUAGE 

TOPIC REFERENCE GUIDE 

PUBLISHED BY: 

TITLE VII EDUCATION BILINGUAL PROGRAM 

GOWANDA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

GOWANDA, NEW YORK 

Program Director: 
Secretary: 
Instructional 
Services Coordinator: 

K-2 Seneca Language Specialist:
Teacher Aide:

Grades 3-6 
Seneca Language Specialist: 

Teacher Aide: 

Grades 2, 7-8 
Seneca Language Specialist: 

Grades 9-12 
Seneca Language Specialist: 

Community Education Liaisons: 

Consultants: 

Carol Cornelius 
Joyce Jimerson 

Bryce Thompson 

Andrea Thomas 
Lloyd Mohawk 

LouVerna Powless 

Janis Henhawk 

Karen Twoguns Mohawk 

Lovina Huff 

Orlando Scrogg 
Stanley Huff 

Alberta Austin 
Ron LaFrance 

Published under a Title VII grant the U.S. Department of 
Education. 1987 copyright. 





T A B L E 0 F C O N T E N T S 

INTRODUCTION 

PRONUNCIATION KEY 

TOPIC 1 - PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION 

Greetings/Health Related Questions 
Greeting Responses 

Good Health 
Poor Health 

Identification 
Family 
Interactions 
Clans 
Communities 
Sample Sentences 
Dialogue 

TOPIC 2 - BOUSE AND HOME 

House 
Living Room 
Kitchen 
Eating Utensils 
Bedroom 
Bathroom 
Interactions 
Questions Used in Daily Conversation 
Dial-A-Tape 
After School Conversation 
Sentence Activity 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 
15 
16 
17 



TOPIC 3 - CLOTHING/COLORS POSSESSION 

Basic Clothing Articles 
My 

Yours 
Hers 
His 
Commands 

Getting Dressed 
Getting Undressed 

Colors 
Descriptive Terms 

New 
Old 
Torn 
Dirty 
Clean (not dirty) 
Good, Nice 
Ugly (no good) 

Sample Sentences 
Interactions 
Possession 
Sample Sentences 

TOPIC 4 - FAMILY 

Nuclear Family 
Extended Family 
Interactions 
Sample Sentences 
Age Related Questions 
Sample Conversation 
Words for Newborn Babies 

TOPICS - COMMUNITY 

Community Sites Vocabulary 
Interactions 
Communities 
Conversation ill 
Conversation 112 
Conversation 113 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
26 
27 
28 

29 
30 
33 
34 
36 
37 
38 

39 
40 
42 
43 
44 
45 



TOPIC 6 - OCCUPATIONS 

Common Occupation s 
Other Occupations 
Sites 
Interactions 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Conversations 

TOPIC 7 - COMMUNICATION 

Where 
When 
Who 
What 
Why 
Interactions 
Ogwe'owe:ka:' Time 
Dialogue Ill 
Dialogue #2 

TOPIC 8 - GOING SHOPPING 

Vocabulary 
Time 
Sentences for Time 
Money 
Conversation 
Additional Conversation 

TOPIC 9 - MEAL TAKING/FOOD/DRINK 

Meat 
Drink 
Sweets 
Fruit 
Vegetables 
Traditional Foods 
Contemporary Foods 
Meal Times 
Interactions 
Word Incorporation 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Questions and Answers 
Short Conversations 
Sample Conversations 
Advanced Conversations 

46 
47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 
53 

54 

55 

56 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 
63 
64 
65 

66 

67 

68 
69 
70 

71 
72 

74 
75 
76 

77 

78 



TOPIC 10 - PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

TOPIC 11 

TOPIC 12 

Vocabulary 
Weather Conditions 
Verbs 
Additional Vocabulary 
Animals (wild) 
Animais (domestic) 
Birds 
Insects 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Conversations 
Weather Report 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Conversations 

- HEALTH AND WELFARE

Basic Body Parts 
Descriptions 
Health 

Good 
Poor 

Commands 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Conversations 
Sample Conversations 
Additional Conversations 
Additional Conversations 
Language Activity 
Conversation 
Checkpoint B

Swimming 

- EDUCATION

Basic Vocabulary 
Commands 
Instructions 
Interactions 
Classroom Expressions 
Puppet Video 
Sample Conversations 
Advanced Vocabulary 
Advanced Activity 
Advanced Dialogue 
Advanced Activity 

81 

82 

84 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

96 

97 

100 

101 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

122 

123 

124 



TOPIC 13 - CULTURE 

Section 1 - Cultural 

Vocabulary 
Musical Instruments 
Traditional Clothing 
Longhouse 
Planting 
Harvesting 
Food 
Games and T.oys 
Occupations 

Section 2 - Time 

Directions 
Seasons 
Months 
Days of Week 
Days 

Section 3 - Lacrosse Teras 

Interactions 

TOPIC 14 - TRAVEL 

Reservations 
Places 
Means of Travel 
Interactions 
Sample Sentences 
Sample Conversations 
Conve r·sa ti on s 

TOPIC 15 - CURRENT EVENTS 

APPENDIX 

INDEX 

Numbers 
Senses 
Helpers 
Kinship 

125 

126 

127 
128 

129 

130 
131 
132 

133 

135 

136 

137 
138 
139 

141 

142 
143 
14 5 
146 

150 





INTRODUCTION 

This Topic Reference Guide contains fifteen topics 

designed for beginning communication in Seneca. 

Each topic begins with basic vocabulary, then introduces 

interactions. Interactions includes verbs, descriptive terms 

and words needed to construct sentences. 

Sample Sentences 

build your own 

are provided which should enable you to 

sentences based on the samples, basic 

vocabulary, and interactions. Sample Conversations are 

designed to give you examples of everyday conversation 

utilizing the words from the topic. 

This guide includes the curriculum for grades 

Kindergarten to grade eight, and Seneca Language I and 

Seneca Language I I at the high school leve 1. An advanced 

curriculum for Seneca Language III will be developed. 

each 

There are many variations 

reservation. We have 

in spok�n Seneca throughout 

attempted to provide some 

variations but have by no means been able to provide for all 

the variations. Each topic has been reviewed several times 

by six fluent speakers. I would like to express great 

appreciation to each of the fluent speakers for all of their 



knowledge, time and patience in the development of this 

guide. 

This is a beginners guide book. You should be able to pick 

a topic you want to talk about and-find the basic vocabulary 

and sentences for your conversation. The goal is to 

communicate in Seneca. Fot advanced conversation it will be 

necessary to consult a fluent speaker. 

efforts to speak Seneca. 

Good luck in your 



PRONUNCIATION 

KEY 





PRONUNCIATION KEY 

SYMBOL KEY WORDS SYMBOL � WORDS 
-

a father w wash 

e th�y n ,EOt 

1 pol,!ce y �es

0 n,2te d _gog 

u tune t !ail
-

Ii cat g _girl 
-

e men k �ite 
-

0 own s _!it
-

j job 

h hat 

:----------long vowel s show 

·----------glottal stop ts chalk 
II after a letter 
----�-----accent dz adze 

over a letter 



I. Glottal Stop--- '

II. Vowel length--- :

IV. Consonants

V. Vowels

III. Nasals---------� and f VI. Accent

I. 

• • • • 

GLOTTAL STOPS are punctuated by 

means that the letter �111 have 

example in English is "oh oh". 

• • 

' after a 

an abrupt 

The :first 

vowel. 

ending. 

"oh" bas 

This 

An 

an 

abrupt ending. In Seneca, this would be spelled o'. 

In Seneca, the .2. is pronounced like the o in n.2,te. 

o' do' go' ho' 

wo' 

jo' 

yo' 

ko' 

so't• 

no' to' 

II. ·vowEL LENGTH is marked by a colon(:) after a vowel.

This means that the duration of that sound will be held

longer than a vowel without a colon. Referring back to 

"oh oh", the second "ob" is held long. In the Seneca 

language, it would be spelled o:. So if ''oh oh" were a 

Seneca word, 'it would be spelled o'o:. 

o: do: go: · ho:

to:

jo: 

wo: 

ko: 

yo: 

no: so: 

Pronounce these combinations of the glottal stop and the 

vowel length. 

o'o: o'do: o'go: o'ho: o 'jo: o'ko: o'no: 

o'to: o 'wo-: o'yo: o:do' o:go' o:ko' o:no' 

EXERCISES: Study and then pronounce orally. 

do:go' no:yo' go: no' wo:so' ko:wo' 

ko :ho: 1 jo :to:' go:'jo:' o:'wo:'. so' co:' 

bo:ho: DO :do: 1 o:to' yo: 'ho: ' jo:do'k• 



III. NASALS

Nasals are marked with two dots over the letters e 
. 

. 
-

and o. The I sound is pronounced like the e in men. 
- - -

Pronounce these I sounds combined with 9lotta1·stops 
and vowel lengths. 

I' di' hi' jl' kl' 

sl:' ti:' wl!:, yl:.

The 6 willsound like the bin own. 

6' 

• 9o'j6'

EXERCISES: 

o'd6' o'g6' 

o:n�' 

- -

o:ha' on5:' 

otglS' s�:yo:' 

Pronounce these Seneca words. 

nl' 

l:gl'----------l'll put it in 40me..thing. 
S:wl'----------c4t bi�d 

sl' 

sn6'nos 

gl:wl:'--------n4il 
hl'j6'---------ht'4 homt 
onl6'----------co�n 
on6'gl:'-------tow4�d tht b4ck 
gae:n6'--------4ong 
dlj!'----------4ht'll comt b4ck 
o'we:no:d6:'---it ,loode.d

•go'j�'----4he.'4 4tJt.4nde.d
o: nlS' -----g�e.44 e:; la.�d 
otg6'-----U'4 ;pouon

ae: yo: ' --- -who' 4 .1114.te. 

·•n�'nos---coo.t .it



IV. CONSONANTS

Most of the consonants have already been pronounced. 
"H" is the voiceless part of

is voiced with a puff of air 

hen, hat, hair, _hello, 
- - -- -

etc. 

Pronounce these syllab�es. 

ob doh gob hob 

sob toh woh 

o:b do:h* go :b ho:b 

so:b to:h wo:b 
't:Jh d� :h g� :h hl> :b 

sS:h* t5h wo:b 

l!h d�h g�:b heh 

sl!h* tl!:h wl!h 

the Seneca language that 

as in the English words 

job koh nob 

yob 

jo:h ko:b no:b 

yo:b 

jo:h ko:h no:b 

yob 

je:h keh ne:h 

yl!:b 

EXERCISES: Pronounce these Seneca words. 

s@:nBh-------don't 

ne:ge:h------this 

j�hj�h-------wren 

no'y@h-------mother 

jobd6:h------nine 

w@:d6:h------wben 

nyob---------all right 

bl!'l!h--------no 

sh6'6h-------(plural suffix) 

se:n6:h------skunk 

• do:b-------bow many

so:b-------wbo

s@b--------three



v, 

VOWELS, a e i I u (o has been discusses).

a-----sounds like the a in father. 
- -

aa'sa'---mocklng bad

ga'ga:'·--CJt.OW 
sga:d-----one. 
o'wa:'-�--me.4.t 
gwa'y6:'·-Jt4bbi.t 
gan6hsa'---hou�e. 

e-----sounds like the� in th9. 

ae'-------4ga.Ln 
asdeh-----ou.t.6.Lde. 
we:so'----4 lo.t

gwe:hl----we.l.ll 
do:ges----it'� t�ue. 
wa:se:·•---Lt'� ne.w

1-----sounds like the! in pol!ce. 

wis---------6Lve. 

di'di:'-----blue.jay 
wi:yo:h-----it'4 nice. 
ha'nih------,athe.Jt 

gisgwi:s----p.ig 

dago:ji'----cat 

sahsoh-----vou coloJt 
agy,a:h-----ouchl 
o'o:·wa: •---owl 
gaya'da'---doU 
awlO'------&towe.Jt 
ahdahgwa • - -�hoe. 

degy6'------e.ight 
0:gweh------hum41t be.Lng

one:n6 1 ;:;;_Lt'4 waJtm (we.a.the.It) 
gega:da'----my no4e. 

gage:da'----jave.Un 
sade:y�:s---you �ead

do: dis--.. --_ --- - pe.e.ptlt4 ( 61to94 J

e:i'----------che.1t1ty tJt.e.e. 
1:y6:s--------it'4 tong 
1:'----------�m� 

say6:d1h------you 4m.Lte. 
jiho'gwais----ch.Lpmunk 



'l'he letter a with two dots over it, is not na.sal. 'l'he 
I sound is like the a in ca�, hat, bat or hid. 

- - - - -

l:'-�-----------ickl 

hl'-------------u that �o, 

gl:ha'----------it'� windy 

ji:ylh----------dog 

ol'da'----------6�«th�� 

sgo'lk----------6�og 

so:wlk----------duck 

jo'l:ga'--------�«ccoon 

gahigwl:'-------h«t 

U-----is like the u in lunar and tune. 'l'here are not 
very many� sounds in the Seneca language. It 
is used in words that pertain to something tiny. 

ni:wu•-----------how Li.ng 

niwu'u:h---------u·� Li.ny 

n1u'b1h----------h�·� Ling 

niyagu'ush-------�h�'� Li.ny 

jigwua-----------in 4 Li.ny bU 

ostuah-----------a Llny bU 



VI. ACCENT

'l'he accent is indicated with an accent mark (/) 
over a vowel. Not all Seneca wox·ds have· an accent, 
but here are some words you have already had. 

on@6'----------co�n jiho'gwais---chipmunk 

on6'gl:'-------.towa.�d the. �e.4.Jt niwu'u:h-----..i..t'1a tiny 

o'wl:nd:dlS:'---..i..t 6loode.d 

gan6hsa•-------hou1ae. 

ahdahgwa'------lahoe. 

niu'u:h------he.'-6 tiny 

ostuBh-------4 .tiny b..i..t

dagl:'l:'----ch.i.cke.n 

CONSONANT COMBINATIONS: 

Uy sounds like ,!h in .!hip1 !.how1 ,!hawl. 

§yad6:h---you w�..i.te lya'da:eh---you d�aw

ti sounds like ch in .:!!alk1.£!!ase, £.!!urch. 

wl:nitlli:yo:h 
.l.t '-6 a. n.lce. 

day 

hot!yo:wi:h 
he.' -A tetUng 
about ..i.t 

§ya'di:h
you a.lone.

ot!li'wl:d 
..i..t'-A good .to 
look a.t 

dz sounds like dz in adze. Dz 1s the only combination 
in which z is 'used. Some Senecas pronounce their j 
like dz, depending where they are from. 

dza:dak 
1 

dadz6h 
come. in 

g@ndz6h 
�.l.6h 

gadzl' 
d..i.lth 



co:m 1 f�ATI ON CO?�SONANTS 

1. Pronounced liked in dark.

2. 

da 

dwa 

dya 

- - -

de 

dwe 

dye 

di 

dwi 

do 

dwo 

dyo 

Pronounce g like g in gall. 

ga ge gi go 

gwa gwe gwi gwo 

gya gye gyo 

da 

dwa 

. dyl 

ga 

gwa 

gyl 

di 

dwl 

dyl 

ge 

gwe 

gye 

d5 

dwl:S 

dy5 

g6 

gw6 

gyo 

3. Pronounce j like j in jaw. Dz is pronounced like dz in adze. 

ja 

dza 

je 

dze 

ji 

dzi 

jo 

dzo 

4. Pronounce k like kin kar�.

ka 

kwa 

kya 

ke 

kwe 

kye 

ki 

kwi 

ko 

kwo 

kyo 

5. Pronounce kn like en in pi�ic.

kna kne kni kno 

ja 

dza 

ka 

kwa 

kya 

kn! 

6. Pronouncekd like kd in "sock Don".

kda kde kdi kdo kdi 

je 

dz� 

ke 

kwe 

kye 

kn� 

kde 

jo 

dz6 

kc 

kwo 

kyo 

kn6 

kd6 



1. Pronounce n like n in �aughty.

na ne ni no 

8. Pronounce ny like ny in ca&on.

nya nye nyo 

9. Pronounce sh like sh in mi�ap.

sha she shi sho 

10. Pronounce sg like skin skull.

sga sge sgi sgo 

11. Pronounce sy like sh in shawl.

sya §ye l!yi syo 

12. Pronounce t like tin talk.

ta te ti to 

nl 

nyli 

shli 

sga 

sya 

tX 

13. Pronounce tg like tg in "tha!._9:all".

tga tge tgi tgo tgl 

n6 

nyi ny6 

she sh5 

sgl:i sg6 

Sy8 syo 

t6 

tgl! tg6 



14. Pronounce ts like ts in cats.

tsa tse tsi tso tsH tsli ts5 

15. Pronounce t§ like ch in chalk.

tsa t§e t§i tso tsa tse t§6 

16. Pronounce tsg like tsg in "goa�all".

tsga tsge tsgi tsgo tsga tsge tsg5 



CLO�'l'J\LS 

a' cl-'• tJa' h.:l' j:a. kA 1 

:;a I til.
w:a 

-

e• 1.h.:' go• he' jo' J;.-11' se• tc• we' 

. 

-

i I di' gi' hi' ji' k1 1 si 1 ti' wi' 

o' do' 'JO t ho' jo' ko' so• to' wo• 

a' uS' tJS' ti!i I j:1' kS' sfi' ta' wli' 

CI dil' ,Ji!. I'. ••• '"' jl!. kc' sl! • tl! t wl!' 
. 

6' \.!8'
c:;6 t i10' j6' l.6' �a· t6' w6' 

Lt:IJG'fliS 

a: <.i a: I 'J ;,i: I II .l: j il: }; 3: sa: t il: wc1: 

u: 
(,.;(.: 

I 
<JC: ' i,1.:: jc: i�c: ta: Sl>: we: 

i: 
l 

Ui: (Ji: l.l:
I ji: ki: Si: ti: wi: 

o: uo: 'JO: j .(J: jo: to: so: to: wo: 

S: 
i:s: i <;!i: : 

j •!i : jS: }:5: :;U: ta: w:i: 

e: dt!: ')l:!: hi.:: j ij: kc: cU: tt!: wl!' 

o: Jo: 
I 'Jl:S! j\u: jl:S: k6: :;6: US: w6: 



Rl,;J�DIHG DRILLS 

a------�-as in father 

1. sn' sa'

2. ga ya'da'

3. ga ya' da ha'

4. gaga' da'

s� gak .sa' 

6. gas wa' da'

7. ha ya' da ha'

8. gya' da'

9. a gwas

10. sa' swad

11. a gya:h

12. ga: wa: sa'

13. hak sa' a:h

14. ja: dak / aza: dak

15. sga:<l

16. ga' sgwa:'

17. ga ya:'

18. gat ga:'

19. ga' ga:'

2 O • g a ya ' da: ' 



Rl,;ADI!�G DkILLS 

e as in th�y 

l. ga• se'

2. gwa de'

3. gwe:h

4. ge' nya'

s. ge ga:'

6. wc1: se:' 

7. ta' sa: je:h

8. a gye:h

9. des da't

10. as deh

I as in men 

l. seh

2. dos geh

3. Swe: .. ' ge 

4. nya: weh

s. sa de: .. ye:s 

6. e
.. da' se: 

7. gat gwe' da'

8 • ha de : j e ' s 

9. a ga je: gwah

10. wa je: sch



IU::ADING DRILLS 

i-----------as. in pol!ce 

1. wis

2. gis gwi:s / gwis gwi:s

3. ga ji: wa'

4. ga ji' ga: ya'

5. jis da: h

6. gwe nis

7. i: wi: h

8. 1: '

9. i:s

10. sa ja' da vi:t



READING DRILLS 

o--------as in note 

l. ha' no: wa:h

2. do: ges

3. de' do: ges

4. 0 to: we'

s. oa' geh

6. 0 no:h awa'
• J 

7. oa: de'

a. 0 gao' gwa'

9. nyoh

10. hak so:d

o--------as in own 

l. o: gweh

2. 0 ne: no'

3. we: do:h

4. gc go: da'

s. 0 no' gwa'

6. 0 no no' da'

7. 
.. 

h .
.

de' ge o: 

8. gyo' oh

9. 0 no da de'

10. soch



RBADING DRILL� 

t! i t ha .. t ; tl t a--------as n c� ; 1� 

l. ga: ha'

2. sgo' ak

3. so: wak

4. gel. do: wa'

s. ga' as ha'

G. sa ,1e' sah

7. o wi:
.. , I sa o wi

.. 

sa: 

8. jo da:! �-do'

9. 6a' da'

10. oah gwa' / ah gwa' 

11. ga: h gwa: I 

12. 0 wa: no'

13. Ga' da: ges ge:o'

14. ji' a: je:h

1s. a:•

ta' 



READING DRILLS 

has in �en1 hat 

l. wah da'

2. ge geh sa'

3. sah soh

4. 0 jih s8' da'

s. ga hi crwli: '
., 

6. ah dah gwa'

7. sah de: dih

8. eh cla' geh

9. OS he' cla' 

10. gah si gwa:'

ll. hah so:s

12. o' neh sa'

13. sa daoh di: yos

14. ga yah do wi's hliJ

15. de yeh dah gwa ne dah gwa'



}U;ADING DRILLS 

u---------as -in tune 

1. ni: \-ru'

2. ni wu' u:h

3. ni yu gu' u:h

4. ni ya gu' u:h

s. nyu:.' u:h

6. OS tu: oh 

The u sound usually refers to something tiny. 



TOPIC 1 

PERSONAL 

IDENTIFICATION 





TOPIC 1 

PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION AHD BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

GREETINGS/HEALTH RELATED QUESTIONS 

Ha·e' 

Sge:no' ne:h? 

Sge:no' di ne:h? 

Nya:weh sge:no' 

ne, eh niyoje:eh? 

GREETINGS RESPONSES 

Good Health 

e:h 

.. 

E:h, i:s dih? 

Ha'degayi:i'. 

Gadogweta'. 

Gohi:yo:h. 

A:ye:' nZi:h. 

Poor Health 

he'eh 

De'gadogwe:ta'. 

Akno'e:go's. 

Akne>:kda:nih. 

Agatowinyo'se:h. 

De'sg·e:no'. 

Hi/Hello 

Are you well? 

·Are you well?

I'm thankful you are well.

What's happening?

yes 

Yes, are you? 

Good enough. 
That's enough. (food-wise) 

I feel well. 

I feel healthy. I'm healthy. 

It seems that way 

no 

I don't feel very well. 

I have a headache. 

I am sick. 

I have a col,d. 

I am not well. 

1 



Identification 

i: '

i:s 

so: 

S •
•

0: 

ni:s? 
ni:s'ah? 

or 

De'eh ni:s sya:soh? 

ni' gya:soh. 

yeya:soh 

haya:soh 

ogwe'o:weh 

tlgwe IO: We: ka: I 

ogwe'o:weh ni:s? 

ogwe'B:weh ni:'. 

Onodowa'ga:' 

Onodowa'ga:' 

Onodowa'ga:' 

ni: I • 

ni'ah. 

Do: 

Do: 

---

nisaesiya'goh? 

nisohsiya'goh? 

niwagohsiya'goh. 

me 

you 

Who are you? 

W.hat is your name?

is my name. 

her name 

his name 

Indian 

Indian characteristics 

Are you Indian? 

I am an Indian 

Seneca 

I am Seneca Indian. 

I am Seneca Indian. 

How old are you? 

How old are you? 

I am years old. 

( numbers 1 - 100 see number page in index ) 

De'eh yeya:soh neh 
De'e yeya:s6 ne 
What is your mothers 

sano'eh? 
sano'eh? 

name? 

or 

D'e 'eh haya: sBh 
What is name 

neh ya'nih? 
your father?· 

2 



Family 

De'eh yeya:soh neh 

De'eh haya:soh neh 

no'yeh 

akno'E!h 

sano'eh 

ha'nih 

ya'nih 

akso:d 

sahso:d 

hakso:d 

yahso:d 

Interactions 

Nya:weh 

Nyoh 

Dadzoh or Daji5h 

Saje:h 

Ehsgo:ge' ae' 

Dentse' ae' 

------

Whats her name 

Whats his name 
------

mother 

my mother 

your mother 

father 

your father 

grandmother 

your grandmother 

grandfather 

your grandfather 

I am thankful. 

Alright/Okay. 

Come in. 

Sit down. 

I'll see you again. 

Come again. 

? 

? 
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Clans 

De, e·h nisa'seo'de'? 

gasil:de:nyo' 

Ageswe'gai:yo' 

Agedae'o:ga:' 

Age'nehsi:yo' 

Agenyogwai:yo' 

Agejoni 1 ga:' 

Genyahde:h 

Agege'ge:ga: I 

Agata:yo:nih 

What is your clan? 

clans 

I am of the Hawk Clan 

I am of the Heron Clan 

I am of the Snipe Clan 

I am ot· the Deer Clan 

I am of the Bear Clan 

I am of the Turtle Clan 

I am of the Beaver Clan 

I am of the Wolf Clan 
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Communities 

Ga:weh tsnoge'? 

-------

tknoge'. 

Ganodase:' 

O'soa:go:h or O'sago:h 

sgeho:dih 

Jo:negade:gas 

Wade'danya's 

Dedwatha: 'se:' 

Ganisda'ge:gwa:h 

Tga:negages 

Onodago:gwa:h 

Ga:nehdaeh 

Jogowode' 

Where do you live? 

Newtown 

Pine woods 

Indian Hill 

is where I live. 

Where the Seneca's 
from Buffalo Creek 
established a new 
house (settlement) 

In the huge pine 
trees. During the 
depression the pines 
were cut down and 
sold. 

On the other 
side of the creek. 

Burning Springs 
burning water (gas) 

Taylor Hollow 
cliffs 

Four Corners 
one road on top of another 

Plank Road 
Road made. out of planks. 

Sulphur Springs 
smelly water 

Bucktown 
below the hill 

Four Mile Level 
level plateau 

Gowanda 
a town between two hills 
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Sample Sentences 

Character 1 

Gwa'yo:' ni:' gya:soh. 
"Rabbit" is my name. 

ni I kno,ge I • sgeho:dih 
Indian Hill is where I live. 

Wisgae' 
15 

niwagohsiya'goh. 
I am years old. 

Lewis haya:soh neh ha'nih. 
Lewis his name is my father. 

Sally yeya:soh neh akno'eh. 
Sally her name is my mother. 

Age'nehsi:yo'. 
I am 

Onondowa'ga: I 
Seneca 

Character 2 

of the Snipe 

ogwe'o:weh 
Indian 

Robin ni' gya:soh. 
Robin is my name. 

Jonegade:gas ni' knoge'. 

clan. 

ni'ah. 
I am 

Burning Springs is where I live. 

Agata:yo:nih. 
I am of the Wolf clan. 

Harvey 
Harvey 

haya:soh 
his name 

neh ha'nih. 
my father 

Wilma yeya:soh neh 
Wilma her name is 

akno'eh. 
my mother 

Dekni:sgae' 
12 

niwagohsiya'goh. 
I am years old. 
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Dialogue: Greetings 

Two people are going to visit a friend. One is familiar, 
the other has not been introduced as yet. 

Knock at door. 

Dadzoh. 

Hae'. 
Hi. 

.. 

E:h. 

Yes. 

A:ye:' 

Come in 

Sg�:no' ne:h? 
Are you well? 

I:s dih? 
You then? 

n'e: h ha'degayi:'! 
It seems I'm well, enough! 

oe 'eh 
What's 

niyoje:eh? 
happening? 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can we 

eyaknyajo'se:' 
visit 

da'jiu:h? 
for a little while? 

Do:ges. De'eh yeya:soh i:sne'? 
(haya:soh) 

Yes. What is her name, the one with you? 
(his) 

Ogyade:o' ne:ge:h. 

my friend this is 
<------

(Karen) 

Sge:no' ne:h 
--------

Are you well, Karen? 
.. 

E:h. 

Yes. 

Ga:weh 
Where 

Nya:weh sge:no'. 
Thank you 

ni:s snoge'? 
do you live? 

ni' tknoge'. 
Indian Hill I live at. 

yeya:soh. 
haya:soh) 
is her name. 
is his name. 
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Ne' waih 
0 yeah. 

Gaya'daha'geh 
movies 

heya:kne:' 
we're going to 

Nyoh, 
. Okay, 

de:di:sne' ae'. 
(you two) come again • 

o:neh. 
now. 

Nya:weh, 
Thank you, 

eskni:g�' ae'. 
we'll see you again. 
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TOPIC 2 

HOUSE and HOME 





HOUSE 

ganohsa' 

gahoa' 

gahoga:en 

ganesda'geh 

onohsoga:en 

degasde:do' 

osgo:n 

yenohsowe:kta' 

ga'da:od 

wasgwa:e' 

ganohsadaiya'sha' 

LIVING ROOM 

ganohsowanege:gwa:h 

yojedahgwa'geh 

gaya'daha' 

yodoishedahgwa' 

gaji:sda' 

gaya'da:' 

wada'ade:nyo' 

deyeta:hgwa' 

yodehda:dehda:hgwa' 

gaisda'es 

yoda:wakta' 

wadenota' 

Topic 2 

HOUSE AND HOME 

house 

door 

doorway 

floor 

wi-ndow 

foundation 

porch 

siding, roof shingles 

chimney 

roof 

stove (it heats the house) 

living room 

sitting room 

tv/movie/camera/vcr 

couch 

light 

picture 

curtains 

telephone 

rug 

clock 

fan 

radio/phonograph (music) 
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KITCHEN 

yekonya'ta'geh 

gaji'ga:ya' 

adekwa:hgwa' 

yekonya'ta' 

gano'nosta' 

gaga:wa'sha' 

. yodekWa: hgWa I 

yodeksowa:dahgwa'geh 

yekonya'dahgwa' 

eni:sha' 

EATING UTENSILS 

adogwa'sha' 

gaje' or gadze' 

gahsigwa: I 

gaganya'sha' 

ga:wisda' 

kitchen 

chair 

table (for· food) 

cooking utensils 

refrigerator 

frying pan 

dining table 

kitchen sink/dish pan/dish cloth 

kitchen stove 

cabinet 

spoon 

plate/dish/bowl 

fork 

knife 

cup 
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BEDROOM 

yojashedahgwa'geh 

yohgwa:sta' 

ganigeosha' 

gago'sa' 

gano:kda' 

gano'sgwa' 

atga:nye'sha' 
atga:nye'sha'sho'oh 

ahsyonyasha' 

BATHROOM 

asdeheyehdahgwa' 

yotgohsowa:'dahgwa' 

yoja'dow�:'dahgwa' 

yotgadtwata' 

OnOWa: t Sha I 

y�tgSsagoe:wata' 

bedroom 

blanket 

sheet 

pillow 

bed, before it is made 

bed, after it is made 

toy 
toys 

clothes 

bathroom/toilet 

bathroom sink 

bathtub 

mirror 

soap 

towel 
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INTERACTIONS 

sehodo:goh you open the door 

seho:do·:h you shut the door 

de:sek you pick it up 

desehgwa:no:h you pick up everything 

he'tge:gwa:h on top 

ehda'ge:gwa:h below 

desata:k you walk 

sehseno:nih put it away 

dasgoh give it to me 

ogwe:nyo:h you can or be able 

snowa:eh you wash 

•• 
hsa�o:e you wipe it off 

saje:h you sit 

seksa:oh set the table 

sno'sgwasyo:nih make the bed 

is h·e h place it on 

ho'sye:h put it down over there 
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no'go:gwa:h 

ga:e' 

idze:h or ije:h 

jo:wis 

gadehda:' 

wa:se:' 

wi:yo:h 

gani:yo:n 

sahno'dzowa:eh 

sahno'dzowae'hah 

saja'dowa:eh 

ga:jih saja'dowa:eh 

satge'owa:eh 

ga:jih satge'owa:eh 

sahjowaeh 

satgohsowa:eh 

underneath 

it's on it 

put or set it down 

it belong� there 

is lying (on something) 

is new 

pretty or good, nice 

it is hanging 

you brush your teeth 

go brush your teeth 

you take a bath 

come take a bath 

you wash your hair 

come wash your hair 

you wash your hands 

you wash your face 

sniyo:deh (neh) S aj 8 Id OWi IS ha I hang up your coat 

sehseno:nih (neh) saja'dowi'sha' put your coat away 

sehseno:nih (neh) sahsyonyasha' put your clothes away 

Using (neh) is optional in the above sentences. 
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QUESTIONS TO USE IN DAILY CONVERSATIONS 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can I 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

esgyenowo's? 
help me? 

esekwano:n 
feed 

(neh) 
(the) 

ji:yah? 
dog? 

seksao? 
set the table? 

esgyenowo's 
help me 

ehnyadeksowae' ho:'? 
we two will wash dishes? 

esej isdo: de
0

'? 
turn on the light? 

ehsa'swad? 

turn off the light? 

egatsi'wa:e' (neh) 
watch the 

ehsahdeja't (neh) 
start the 

gaya'daha'? 
television? 

gaya'daha'? 
television? 

eshe'hes 
stop 

(neh) gaya'daha'? 

eshe'da: I 

burn 

the television? 

(neh) gayadosha'sho'oh? 
the papers? 

(Neh) in the above sentences is optional. However, in some 
sentences neh is necessary to make a complete sentence. 
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IC-2 VOCABULARY 

TOPIC 2 House and Home 

Ganohsa' 
ganesda'geh 
onohsoga:e·n 
gahoa' 
gaya'daha' 

Commands 

sehodo:goh 
seho:do:h 
desehgwa:no:h 

. sehs'l!no·:nih 
dasgoh 
ogwe: nyo·: h 
snowa:eh 
sag·o: eh 

house 
floor 
window 
door 
tv 

(you) open the door 
(you) shut the door 
(you) pick up everything 
(you) put it away 
(you) give it to me 
can or be able 
(you) wash 
(you) wipe it off 

Additional Vocabulary 

ga:e' it's on it 
idze:h or ije:h put or set it down 

Dialogue 

Gaji'ga:ya'geh 
chair (on) 

ga:e' 
* 

neh 
the 

ga:wisda'. 
cup 

*ga:e'
The 

indicates the following item is on the first item. 
cup is on the chair. 

G•• •• ' •• ' eoya e: 

blue 

niyohsohgo'de: neh ganohsa'. 

is the color of the house 

Ganesda'geh idze:h neh gaji'ga:ya'. 
floor put on the chair 

Put the chair on the floor. 

Snowa:eh neh adekwa:hgwa'. 

(you) Wash the table. 
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AFTER SCHOOL CONVERSATION 

Child: 

No'yeh: 

Child: 

No'yeh: 

Hae' No'yeh Hi, mother. 

Hae' 
Hi, 

Nyoh. 
e:h 
do:ge:s 

(name) 

ogwe:nyo:h esgyenowo's? 
can you help me? 

desehgwa:no:h 
You pick up 

Okay. 
yes 
sure 

satga:nye'sha'so:Bh. 
your toys. 

Child picks up toys. 

Child: 

No'yeh: 

Child: 

No'yeh: 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can I 

egatsi'wa:e' gaya'daha'? 
watch television? 

He, eh, 
No, 

Nyoh, 
Okay, 

Nyoh, 
Okay, 

ogwe:nyo:h 
can you 

ogwe:nyo:h 
can I 

esekwano:n 
feed 

neh 
the 

ji:yan? 
dog? 

asdeh egatga:nye'ha'? 
go outside to play? 

seksa'di:yo:h. 
you are a good child. 
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ADVANCED 

SENTENCE ACTIVITY 

1. Gano'nostha', yodeksowa:'dahgwa', gaga:wa'sh·a 1 

refrigerator kitchen sink frying pan 

yekonya'ta'geh 
kitchen 

�ni:shi jo:·wis 
cabinet belongs 

yekonya'ta'geh. 
in the kitche·n 

2. Adogwa'sha', gahsigwa: I 

spoon fork
gaganya'sha'' ga:wisda', 
knife cup 

gadze' ko 
plate, also 

yodekwa:hgwa'geh 
dining table (on) 

3. Jo:yaik, seksa:oh.

jo:wis. 
belongs 

Robin, set the table.

4. Wi:yo:h
pretty

gaya'da:' 
picture 

S. Sno'sgwasyo:nih.
make the bed

gani:yo:n. 
is hanging 

6. Ne: d a'
here

deganig�;shige:h, 
two sheets 

yohgwa:sta'' gago'sa' koh. 

De'eh na'od 
What 

De'eh na'od 

De' e·h na' od 

De'eh na'od 

blanket pillow, too 

ge:doh 
does it mean 

ganigeosha? 

ge:doh yekonya'ta'geh? 

ge:doh sno'sgwasyo:nih? 

ge:doh gani:yo:n? 
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TOPIC 3 

CLOTHING/COLORS 





TOPIC 3 

CLOTHING AND COLORS/ POSSESSION 

BASIC CLOTHING ARTICLES: 

aja'dowi'sha' 

gayahdowi'sha' 

adahdi'shza' 

e' nyo: sha' 

gahigwa: I 

ahdahgwa' 

gayo:wah 

HY 

aga:weh 

agahsyonyasha' 

agaja'dawi'sha' 

agyahdowi'sha' 

agadahdi'sha' 

age'nyosha' 

agahdahgwa' 

age hfgwa: I 

clothing 

dress; coat; shirt 
(anything a� the waist) 

pants 

stockings; socks 

gloves 

hat 

shoes 

moccasins 

it's mine, it belongs 

my clothes 

my dress; shirt; coat 

my pants 

my stockings, socks 

my gloves 

my shoes 

my hat 

to 

18 

me 



YOURS 

sa:weh 

sahsyonyasha' 

saja'dawi'sha' 

sayahdowi'sha' 

sadahdi'sha' 

se'nyo:sha' 

SahigW8! I 

sahdahgwa' 

HERS 

go:weh 

gohsyonyasha' 

goja'dawi'sha' 

goyahdowi'sha' 

godahdi'sha' 

go'nyo:sha' 

gohigwa: I 

gohdahgwa' 

HIS 

ho:weh 

hohsyonyasha' 

hoja'dawi'sha' 

hoyahdowi'sha' 

hodahdi'sha' 

ho'nyo:sha' 

hohigwa: I 

hohdahgwa' 

yours (singular; it belongs to you) 

your clothes 

your dress; coat; shirt 

your pants 

your stockings; socks 

your gloves 

your hat 

your shoes 

her (it belongs to her) 

her clothes 

her dress; coat; shirt 

her pants 

her stockings; socks 

her gloves 

her hat 

her shoes 

his (it belongs to him) 

his clothes 

his shirt; coat; dress 

his pants 

his stockings; socks 

his gloves 

his hat 

his shoes 
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COMMANDS: 

Getting dressed 

sahs·yo:nih (you) get dressed; put your clothes on 

saja'dawi't (you) put on your dress; aoat; shirt 

desajahdo:we:k (you) put on your pants 

desadahdi'syo:we:k (you) put on stockings; socks 

dese'nyo:we:k (you) put on gloves 

sadihigwa:h (you) put on hat 

dese:hso:we:k (you) put on shoes 

Undressing 

sahsyonyahsih (you) take off your clothes 

saja'dawihsih (you) take off dress; coat; shirt 

desajahdowihsih (you) take off pants 

desadahdi'syowihsih (you) take off stockings socks 

dese'nyo:wihsih (you) take off gloves 

sadihigwa:goh (you) take off hat 

se:hso:tsih (you) take off shoes 
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COLORS: 

J gwehd 8: t 9: I 

}je•:sda'e: I 

)geoya'e:' 

gage:n 

A Q.. w c\ �a �we,, Se.'. I 
Jo 1 shea'e:' 

./ OiSgWanye'da'e: I 

JO:ya'e: 1 

J ganahdai :kc$' 

/jitgwa: 1 e: I 

niyohsohgo'de:h 

ne'e niyohsohgo'de:h? 

oe'e niyohsohgo'de:h neh 

What is the color of the 

red (color of blood) 

black (color of coal) 

blue (color of the sky) 

white 

purple 

brown ( color of a 
rotten log) 

orange 

green (bites on leaves ?) 

yellow (color of bile) 

is the kind of color 

What is the color of ? 

(article) ? 
--- ---------

(article) ? 
---- ---------
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DESCRIPTIVE TERMS 

wa: se:' new 

ahsyonyasha:se:' new clothes 

aja'dawi'shase:' new coat/dress/ shirt 

gayahdowi'shase:' 
J 

pants new 

adahdi'sha:se:' new stockings/ socks 

e' nyo: sha"se:' new gloves 
.. 

gahigwa: se: '· new hat 

ahdahgwase:' new shoes (one pair) 

waga:yoh old 

ahsyonyashagayoh old clothes 

aja'dawi'shaga:yoh old coat/ dress/ shirt 

gayahdowi'shaga:yoh old pants 

adahdi'shagayoh old stockings/socks 

·e 'nyoshaga: yoh old gloves 

ahdahgwaga:yoh: old shoes 
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deyode'negeoh 

d e y Ode· 1 n e g e oh neh ahsyonyahsha' 

deyode'negeoh neh ajadawi'sha' 

deyode'negeoh neh 

deyode'negeoh neh 

deyode'negeoh neh 

deyode 1 negeoh neh 

deyode'negeoh neh 

ode'niko:gweh 

otgi' 

ahsyonyasha:tgi' 

ajadawi'shatgi' 

gayahdowi'shatgi' 

adahdi'sha:tgi' 

e'nyoshatgi' 

o'higwa:tgi' 

ahdahgwatgi' 

de'o:tgi' 

do'ohsyonyashatgi' 

do'oja'dawi'sha:tgi' 

do'oyahdowi'sha:tgi' 

de'odahdi'shatgi' 

de'ohigwa:tgi' 

de'ohdahgwa:tgi' 

gayahdOWi I .Sha 

adahdi'sha' 

e�nyo:sha' 

gahigwa:' 

ahdahgwa' 

torn 

torn clothes 

torn coat/dress/shirt 

torn pants 

torn stockings/socks 

torn gloves 

the hat is torn 

torn shoes 

when a seam comes 
apart 

dirty 

dirty clothes 

dirty dress/coat/shirt 

dirty pants 

dirty stockings/socks 

dirty gloves 

dirty hat 

dirty shoes 

clean (not dirty) 

clean clothes 

clean dress/coat/shirt 

clean pants 

clean stockings/socks 

clean hat 

clean shoes 
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wi:yo:h 

ahsyonyahtsi:yo:h 

aja'dawi'tsi:yo:h 

gayahdowi'tsi:yo:h 

adahdi' t'si: yo: h 

we'nyotsi:yo:h 

gahigwai:yo:h 

ahdahgwi:yo:h 

wae:tg�' 

ahsyonyahsae:tge' 

aja'dawi'sae:tge' 

gayahdowi'sae:tge' 

adahdi'sae:tge' 

e'nyohsae:tge' 

gahigwae:tge' 

ahdahgwae:tge' 

good� nice 

good clothes 

good dress/shirt/coat 

good pants 

good stockings/socks 

good gloves 

good hat 

good shoes 

ugly (no good) 

ugly clothes 

ugly dress/ coat/shirt 

ugly pants 

ugly stockings/socks 

ugly gloves 

ugly hat 

ugly shoes 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES: 

Sni:yo:deh sajadawi'sha'. 

De:sek saja'dawi'sha'. 

Sehseno:nih sahsyonyasha'. 

Snowa:eh sah�yBnyashl�. 

Snowae'ho: sahsyonyash'a'. 

0 1 syi:h aja'dawi'sha'? 

E : h , a : ye : �' n8:h. 

He'eh, so'jih niwa'a:h. 
He'eh, so'jih niwu'u:h. 

Ehsyi:h aja'dawi'sha'? 

Ga:weh neh aja'dawi'sha' ? 

Ga:weh neh agaja'dawi'sha'? 

Hang up your coat. 

Pick up your coat. 

Put away your clothes. 

Wash your clothes. 

Wash all your clothes. 

Did you fit the shirt? 

Looks like it might. 
It seems like, 
could be. 

No, it's too small. 
No, it's too little 
or tiny. 

No, it's too big. 

Will you fit the 
shirt? 

Where's the shirt? 

Wher€ 1 s my shirt? 

Ga:weh neh gwehda:'e:' niyohsohgo'de: agaja'dawi'sha'? 
my shirt Where the red color of 

Where is my red shirt ? 

Ga:weh ne:h agehigwa:se:'? Where is my new hat? 

Agye:h! Agehigw�:se:' gan�kdag�:gwa: 
My new hat is under the bed. 

Sehseno:nih neh sajadawi'sha'. 
Put away your shirt/ dress/coat. 

tga: y'e' I 

Sehseno:nih neh sahsyonyasha'. Put away your clothes. 
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Interactions: 

Ne: ' 

O'ge:ge' 

Ne:dah 

Snoe's ne:ge:h aja'dawi'sha'? 

He'eh, wae:tge'. 

E:h, a:ye:' wi:yo:h. 

O'iyi:h neh ahdahgwa'? 

He'eh, so'ji niwa's'a:h. 

E:h, aye:' na:h ha'degayi:'. 

Snoe's neh ganahdai:ko' 
Do you like the green 

That's it. 

I found it. 

Here 

Do you like this dress? 

No, it looks ugly. 
(it doesn't look good) 

Yes, it looks good. 

Did you fit the shoes? 

No, they are too small. 

Yes, it seems good enough. 

aja'dawi'sha'. 
dress ? 

He'eh, 
No, 

de'knoe's neh 
I don't like the 

ganahdai:ko' 
green 

aja'dawi'sha'. 
dress. 

E:h, 
Yes, 

He'eh, 
No, 

knoe's neh 
I like the 

de'knoe's 

ganahdai:ko' 
green 

aja'dawi'sh'a'. 
dress. 

I don't like 
neh 
the 

geo:ya'e:' 
blue 

aja'dawi'sha'. 
dress. 
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POSSESSION: 

So:h go:weh? 

So:h ho:weh? 

Shawi' neh 

Kawi' neh 

E'sahdo:' 

o•gahdo:' 

oknigoheh 

agye' 
sa:ye' 
ho:ye' 
go:ye' 

(neh) 

neh 

neh 

do: ni:yo:h 

? 

• 

? 

. 

• 

Who's is it ?(female) 

Who's is it ? (male) 

Did you bring 

I brought 

Did you 

I lost 

I forgot 

I have 
you have 
he has 
she has 

lose 

how many (in number) 

? 

. 

? 

. 

• 

Do: ni:yo:h gohdahgwaye'? How many shoes does she have? 

Degyo' ni:yo:h gohdahgwaye'. She has eight shoes. 

Do: ni:yo:h 
How many 

sayahdowi'shaye'? 
pants do you have? 

Wis niwagyahdowi'shaye' I have five pants. 
or /Wis ni:yo:h agyahdowi'shaye'. 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES: 

De'e niyohsohgo'de: ne gayadosha'? 
What is the color of the paper? 

De'e niyohsohgo'de: ne dago:ji'? 
What is the color of the cat? 

De'e niyohsohgo'de: ne aweo'? 
What is the color of the flower? 

D�'i niyohsohgo'd�: ne gwa'y8:'? 
What is the color of the rabbit? 

De'e niyohsohgo'de: ne aja'dawi'sha'? 
What is the color of the jacket? 

Je:sda'e:' niyohsohgo'de: ne dago:ji'. 
Black is the color of the cat. 

Jitgwa: 1 e! I niyohsohgo'de: ne aweo'. 
Yellow is the color of the flower. 

Gwehda: 'e: I niyohsohgo'de: ne onahda'. 
Red is the color of the leaf. 

Gage:n niyohsohgo'de: ne gwa'yo:'. 
White is the color of the rabbit. 
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TOPIC 4 

FAMILY LIFE 



. 



NUCLEAR FAMILY: 

ha'nih 

no'yeh 

hahji' 

ahji' 

he'ge:' 

ke'ge:' 

hakso:d 

akso:d 

odoni'a:h 

hodoni'a:h 

godoni'a:h 

i : ' 

i:s 

hea:wak 

kea:wak 

heya:de' 

keya:de' 

Topic 4 

FAMILY 

father 

mother 

older brother 

older sister 

younger brother 

younger sister 

grandfather 

grandmother 

baby 

male baby 

female baby 

me 

you 

my son 

my daughter 

my grandson 

my granddaughter 
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EXTENDED FAMILY: 

hakso:dgo:wa:h 

akso:dgo:wa:h 

age:hak 

hakno'seh 

agya: I Se: I 

agwa: 1 Se: I 

akno'eh 

sano'eh 

hono'eh 

(g)ono'eh

ha'nih 

hage'nih 

ya'nih 

ho'nih 

go'nih 

great grandfather 

great grandmother 

my aunt 

my uncle 

my cousin (2 people) 

my cousins; we are cousins 
(3 or more people) 

my mother 

your mother 

his mother 

her mother 

- father

he is my father 

your father 

his father 

her father 

30 



akso:d 

sahso:d 

hohso:d 

(g)ohso:d

hakso:d 

yahso:d 

hohso:d 

(g)ohso:d

ke'ge:' 

se'ge:' 

sago'ge:' 

go' ge:'

he'ge:' 

heshe'ge:' 

ho'ge:' 

howo' g'e: ' 

hahji' 

ya hj i' 

hohj i' 

gohji' 

my grandmother 

your grandmother 

his grandmother 

her grandmother 

my grandfather 

your grandfather 

his grandfather 

her grandfather 

younger sister 

rour younger sister 

his younger sister 

her younger sister 

younger brother 

your younger brother 

his younger brother 

her younger brother 

my older brother 

your older brother 

his older brother 

her older brother 
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ahji' 

sahji' 

hohji' 

gohji' 

hea:wak 

hesha:wak 

hoa:wak/ howo:wak 

howo:wak 

kea:wak 

sea:wak or shea:wak 

sagoa:wak 

goa:wak 

my older sister 

your older sister 

his older sister 

her older sister 

my son 

your son 

his son 

her son 

my daughter 

your daughter 

his daughter 

her daughter 
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INTERACTIONS: 

gya:soh 

s·ya:soh 

hay a: sc,h 

yeya:soh 

De'eh sya:soh ? 

----

gya:soh. 

De'eh haya:soh ? 

haya:soh . 
----

De'eh yeya:soh? 

yeya:soh. 
----

So:h? 

SO: n8: ne:ge:h? 

So: na: hi:ge:h? · 

I am called (my name is ) 

you are called (your name is) 

he is called (his name is) 

she is called (her name is) 

What are you called? 

I am called. 

What is he called? 

he is called. 

What is she called? 

she is called. 
----

Who 

Who is this? 

Who is that? 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES: 

De'eh yeya:soh (neh) sano'eh ? 
What is she called, your mother? 

Chris yeya:soh (neh) akno'eh. 
Chris she is called my mother. 

De'eh haya:soh (neh) ya'nih? 
What is he called your father? 

Paul haya:soh (neh) · ha'nih . Paul he is called my father. 

De'eh yeya:soh (neh) se'ge:'? 
What is she called your younger sister? 

Babe yeya:soh (neh) ke'ge:'. 
Babe she is called my younger sister. 

De'eh haya:soh (neh) heshe'ge:'? 
What is he called your younger brother? 

Martin haya:soh (neh) he'ge:'. 
Martin he is called my younger brother. 

De'eh yeya:soh (neh) sahji'? 
What is she called your older sister? 

Sally yeya:soh (neh) ahji'. 
Sally she is called my older sister. 
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De'eh haya:soh (neh) yahji'? 
What is he called your older brother? 

Rich haya:soh (neh) hahji'. 
Rich he is called my older brother. 

De'eh yeya:soh Susie ono'eh? 
What is she called, Susie's mother? 

Abigail yeya:soh Susie ono'eh. 
Abigail she is called Susie's mother. 

De'eh haya:soh Sandy go'nih ? 
What is he called, Sandy's father? 

John haya:soh Sandy go'nih. 
John he is called Sandy's father. 

1. Seya<S:do:h
You will ask her

sano'eh 
your mother 

adi'gwah 
if 

ogwe:nyo:h 
you can 

dewa'e:o' 
lacrosse 

tonotga:nye:h 
where they are playing 

hehse:'. 
you will go. 

1: Ask your mother if you can go to the lacrosse game. 

2. Hesao:do:h
You will ask him

esadewe'ho'.
swimming. 

ya'nih adi'gwah 
your father if 

ogwe:nyo:h 
you can go 

2. Ask your father if you can go swimming.
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AGE RELATED QUESTIONS 

Do: nisohsiya'goh ? 

niwagohsiya'goh� 

Do: niyagohsiya'goh ? 

Do: nyohsiya'goh? 

So: d esnya:di:h? 

---

deyaknyadi:h . 

How old are you? 
(How many winters have you passed?) 

I am old. 
( __ I have passed these winters) 

How old is she? 

How old is he ? 

Who are you staying with? 

I stay with. 
(We two stay together) 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION: 

Hea:wak 

No'yeh: 

Hea:wak: 

No'yeh: 

Hea:wak: 

No'yeh: 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can :r go 

ekeyo'se:no' 
visit 

Hadiahdahgwa' osgawago:h 
path in the woods 

Akso:d? 
Grandma? 

hehse:'. 
you will go 

Go on the path through the woods. 

Nyoh, hea:' neh he'ge:' ? 

Okay, You want me to take my younger brother? 

E:h, hesesnye't ya:e' adi'gwah je'jo' akso:d. 

Yes, call (to see) first if she's home grandma. 

Yes, call first to see if grandma's home. 

deja:kne'. Nyoh, do: niyoisda'e:ak 

Okay,, what time shall we will come back. 

Seh 
3 

niyoisda'e:ak 
o'clock (time) 

edwa dawe'ho'. 

hegahgwa'a:ne:gwa: 
afternoon towards 

we (all) will go swimming 

3 o'clock this afternoon, we will go swimming. 

37 



WORDS FOR NEWBORN BABIES 

Gwe:h 

De'eh niyo'de:h? 

De'eh nisaya'da:wes 

Desaci:go:h? 

Ego'syoda:de:ni' 

Se:noh ehsasdaeh 

Seni:he:h sasda:ha' 

Sadeko:nih. 

Seksa'di:yo:h 

Haksa'di:yo:h 

Yeksa'di:yo:h 

se·:dah 

Godoni'a:h 

Hodoni'a:h 

goja:non 

hoja:non 

seda'was 

ageksa'da' 

Well 

What is the matter? 

What is the matter with you? 

Are you wet? 

I will change your diaper. 

Don't cry 

Stop your crying. 

You eat. 

You are a good child 

He is a good boy 

She is a good girl 

Go to sleep 

female baby 

male baby 

she's cute 

he's cute 

are you sleepy? 

my baby 
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TOPIC 5 

COMMUNITY 





TOPIC 5 

COMMUNITY SITES VOCABULARY 

TADE:NINO:NEH •••••••••••••••••••••••• STORE 

TENODEYESDAHGWA'GEH ••••••••••••••••• 

where they sell 

SCHOOL 
there where they 
learn; read 

TENHDEK6NYA'DAHGWA'GEH ••••••••••••••• RESTAURANT 
there where they eat 

TENONTGANYE'DAHGWA'GEH.............. GYM 
where they play 

TAYA'DAHA'GEH ••••••••••••••••••••••••• MOVIES (there at the 
movies) 

DETADIJISGWA'ESDAHGWA'GEH ••••••••••••• BALLFIELD 
where they play ball 

TENO'SWATA' GEH •• •••••••••••••••••••• FIREHALL 

.. 

there where they 
put out fires 

TADEJE'SGEH ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• CLINIC 
there at the doctor's 

.. 

TANOHSESGEH ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• LONGHOUSE 
there at the Longhouse 

TENOTGANIS'AHADAHGWA'GEH ••••••••••••• CHURCH 
where they have 

church 

TODIYA'DAYEISDAHGWA'GEH •••••••••••••• MEETING PLACE 

.. .. 

TAISDl'SYO:H •••••••••• �••••••••••••• 

where they meet 

RESERVATION LINE 
there where it was 
marked for ihe line 

EXAMPLE OF VARIOUS WAYS YOU MAY HEAR THE ABOVE WORDS. 

T T�n8dey�sdahgwa'geh means I'm here (in this spot) and 
the T indicates the place over there where you are going. 

H (Henodeyesta'geh) describes what they will be doing 
there at the school. 
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INTERACTIONS 

ga:weh 

de'eh 

na'od ; na'ot 

ogwe:nyo:h 

ho'ge' 

ho'se' 

hehse: I 

ehne: ' 

edwe:' 

noda: Se: I 

heh se'sgwa' 

hege'sgwa' 

we:dO:h 

ga:nyo' 

no:neh 

nyoh 

do:ges 

he, eh

ne:wa' 

ehsni:no' 

ehsnino:no' 

ekni:no' 

where 

what 

what 

can or will be able to do 
something 

I am going there 

you are going there 

you are going (future) there 

you or I will go (future) 

we will go (future) 
with you all 

you come from there 

you have been there 

I have been there 

when 

when; while 

when 

okay 

yes 

no 

now/this time 

you will buy 

I will go 

you buy (future) you will go 
there and buy 

I will buy 
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e·hs'yenei:d a't 

tenotga:nye:h 

nesa:je:' 

nyl:!:noje:' 

degashil:nye'ha' 

denosha:nye:' 

ehsenihe:' 

ewodahgwi' 

edwadekonya:no' 

·hesne'

heswe' 

wa'a:gwe' 

when you finish 

where they play 

what you are going to do 

what they are going to do 

I am going there to practice 

�hey are going to practice 

you will stop 

it will end 

we will go there and eat 

2 people going there 
the two you, excluding me 

more than 2 people going there, 
excluding me 

we are going there 

e Whenever this nasal "e" appears in the first syllable 
it usually indicates the future tense. 
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COMMUNITIES 

Ga:weh tsnoge'? Where do you live? 

tkncige' is where I live. 

Ganodase:' Newtown 

O'soa:g�:h or Osago:h Pinewoods 

sgeho:dih Indian Hill 

Jo:negade:gas Burning Springs 

Wade'danya's Taylor Hollow 

Dedwata: 'se:' Four Corners 

Ganisd·a' ge: gwa: h Plank Road 

Tga:negages Sulphur Springs 

Onodago:gwah Bucktown 

Ga:nehdaeh Four Mile Level 

Jogowode' Gowanda 
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1 • Q: Ga:weh 
ho'se' 

Community Conversation 

Dialogue 111 

Ga:weh ho'se'? 
Where are �ou going? 

where 
you going there 

A. Tade:nino·:neh
ho'ge'

where he sells something 
I am going there 

Tade:nino:neh ho'ge'.
I am going to the store.

2. Q: De' na'od

3. 

ehsni:no' 

og' na'od ehsni:no'?
What are you going to buy? 

A: Adahdi I sha' 
ekni:no' 

Adahdi'sha' ekni:no'. 
I am going to buy socks. 

Q. Ga:weh
hehse: '
no:neh
ehsyene:da't

What is it 
you will buy? 

socks 
I will buy 

where 
you will go 
when 

you finish 

Ga:weh hehse:' no:neh ehsyene:da't? 
Where are you going when you finish? 

A. Gaya'daha'geh
ho'ge'

Gaya'daha'geh ho'ge'.
I am going to the movies.

4. Q: Ogwe:nyo:h

A. 

ehne ! I 

Ogwe:nyo:h ehne: '? 
Can I go with you? 

He, �h 

He 'eh 
No. 

movies 
I am going there 

can 
I go with you 

no 
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1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Community Conversations 

Dialogue 112 
where Q. Ga:weh

nb'da:se:'? did you come from? 

Ga:weh noda:se: '?
Where did you come from?

A. school 
• 

Tenodeyesdahgwa'geh
hege'sgwa' I have been there 

Tenodeyesdahgwa'geh hege'sgwa'. 
I have been to school

can 
lacrosse 

Q. Ogwe:nyo:h
deWa I e':0 1 

tonotga:nye:h
hehse: I 

they are playing there 
you will go 

Ogwe:nyo:h dewa'e:o' tonotga:nye:h hehse:'? 
Can you go to the lacrosse game? 

A. Do: ge's I do:ge:s yes; sure! 

Q. Ga:weh where 
hedwe:' I'll go there 

you all 
ga:nyo' when 
ewodahgwi' it ends 

Ga:weh hedwe: I ga:nyo' ewodahgwi'? 
Where shall we go after the game? 

A. Edwadekonya:no'

Edwadekonya:no'.
We'll go to eat.

Q. Ga:weh

Ga:weh?
Where?

we will eat. 

where 

with 

A. Ten�dekonya'dahgwa'geh. restaurant (where 
they eat 

Tenodekonya'dahgwa'geh. 
To a restaurant. 

Nyoh 
ne: ' 

Nyoh, 
Ok, 

nedwa:ye:' 

ne:' ne"dwa:ye:'. 
that's what we'll do. 

ok 
That's �hat we'll do. 
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1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Community Conversations 

Dialogue 113 

Q. Ga:weh
hehse'sgwa'?

Ga:weh hehse'sgwa'? 
Where have you been? 

A. Gaya'daha'geh
hege' sgwa'

Gaya'daha'geh hege'sgwa'. 
I have been to the movies. 

where 
you have been. 

theater 
I have been 

what Q. De'eh na'od
ne:wa'
nesa:je:'?

now; this time 
what you are going 

De'eh na'od ne:wa' nesa:je: 1 ? 
What are you going to do now? 

to do 

A. Detadijisgwa'esdahgwa'geh
ho'ge'

ball field 
I am going 

Q. 

A. 

Detadijisgwa'esdahgwa'geh ho'ge'. 
I am going to the ballfield.

ne'eh what 
nE!:nOje:' they 

ne'eh ne:noje:'? 
What a re they going to do? 

De
0

nosha:nye:' they are 

going 

going 
practice 

dewa'e:o' 

Den·osha:nye:' dewa'e:o'. 

lacrosse. 

They are going to practice lacrosse. 

to 

to 

do 

Q. Do: niyo:wa'geh
ehseni he: I?

what time (hour) 
you will stop 

A. 

Do: niyo:wa'geh ehsenihe:'? 
What time will you stop?

Degyo'
neyoisda'e:ak

Degyo' neyoisda'e:ak
8 o'clock

8 
o'clock 
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TOPIC 6 

OCCUPATIONS 





TOPIC 6 

OCCUPATIONS 

COMMON OCCUPATIONS 

hade:je's 

sagodiye:no:s 

ha'swa'ta' 

henc:Sjeo:nya:nih 

hajeo:nya:nih 

yojeo:nya:nih 

hanodaga:nyas 

hadiashec
)

' 

hanohso:nih 

hanohso:wes 

haya'daha' 

hodino:kdanih 
sick people 

doctor 

policemen (they hold her/them 
captive) 

fireman (He puts out fires.) 

teachers (they teach) 

man teacher 

woman teacher 

president (he raids villages) 

counselors 

carpenter (builds houses) 

roofer (covers the roof) 

artist (he draws/camera man) 

do:wodi:snyeh 
they care for 

nurse 
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OTHER OCCUPATIONS 

da:ya'dai:ta' 

daiwage:has 

hosge' i/gehdoh 

hayano'da'ah 

sho:no'ne:d 

gowahgo:wah 

yegowahgo:wa:h 

hajano'ta' 

gaji'gaya'geo:no' 

hahsenowa:neh 

haga:gwas 

shedwahse:no' 

shago:nyoa' 

hado:wa:s 

da:ya'doweta' 

hahso:s 

yeyado:o' 

hanyo'oshaeha' 

SITES 

hadeje'sgeh 

tenodeyesdahgwa'geh 

ganohso:d 

teno'swata'geh 

surgeon 

lawyer 

soldier, warrior 

clown 

vice-president 

king 

queen 

acrobat, entertainer 

chairman 

boss 

conductor, collector 

representative 

ferryman 

hunter 

judge 

painter 

secretary (she writes) 

ironworker 

clinic (at the doctors) 

school 

house 

firehall 
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INTERACTIONS 

we:d8:h 

do: 

ga:weh 

ni:yo:h? 

sedehjiah 

ha'degago:n 

nya:jeha' 

niyojeha' 

ehsega:go' 

sega:gwas 

a:gega:go' 

yojo'da:s 

hajo'da:s 

tajo'da:sta' 

agyo'de' 

gega:nya's 

agatgeo:do' 

egeganya'k 

egeganya' ko:' 

when 

how much? 

where 

in the morning 

it's necessary 

he does (something) 

she does (something) 

you will get paid 

you get paid regularly 
(Example: every Friday) 

I should get paid 

she works 

h.e works

place where he works 

I'm working 

I pay it regularly 

I have debts/bills 

I will pay it 

I will pay for more than one (plural) 

48 



SAMPLE SENTENCES 

we:do:h ehsega:go'? When will you get paid? 

Do: ni:s nesega:gwas? How much do you get paid? 

Ga:weh jojo'da:s 
Where does she work 

neh sano'eh? 
your mother? 

Hadeje'sgeh jagoi:yo'de'. 
Clinic (at the doctor's) she works.

De'eh niyojeha'? What does she do? 

Hodino:kdanih da:wodi:snyeh. 
nurse (sick people) she cares for 

Ga:weh tajo'da:s 
Where does he work 

neh ya'nih? 
your father? 

Do:�yo:we:h 
Buffalo 

tajo'da:s 
he works 

neh ha'nih. 
my father 

De 'eh nya:jeha'? What does he do? 

Ogwe:nyo: 'egata'do: I 

borrow 
wis nigawista:geh niyowe' ehgega:go'? 

Can I five dollars until I will get paid? 

Ga:weh disaiyo'de'? Where do you work? 

Ha'dega'go:n 
It's necessary 

egajo'data' sedehjiah. 
I go to work in the morning. 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can 

�sgahdahgwa:ni:no's 
you buy me shoes 

ganyo' ehsega:go'? 
when you will get paid? 

Ha'dega'g'd:n 
It's necessary 

egeganya'kt:>: 1 agatgeo:do'. 
I pay (plural) bills I owe. 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION 

De:niyashe: Dosa:yadade:ge' 
(2 people seeing each other again) 

A: 

B: 

A: 

B: 

A: 

B: 

A: 

B: 

A: 

B: 

A: 

B: 

A: 

Hae' 
Hae' 

Sajo'da:s? 
E:h 

Ga:weh disaiyo'de'? 
Tenodeyesdahgwa'geh. 

De:eh nisajeha'? 
Gajeo:nya:nih. 

De'eh na'od seyesdanih? 
Onondowa'ga:' gawe:n·o•. 
Ga:weh nis sajo'da:s? 

Do:s·yo:we:h 

De'eh di ni:s nisajeha'? 

Knohso:we:s. 
I'm a roofer. 

Sadoswe'da:nih? 
Are you hungry? 

Hi 
Hi 

Do you work? 
Yes 

Where do you work? 
At the school. 

What do you do? 
I'm a teacher? 

What do you teach them? 
Seneca language 
Where do you work? 

Buffalo. 
(choose any site suitable 
for your conversation) 
What do you do then? 

B: E:h. Ga:weh ehnyadekonya:no' hadew�:nishe:ka:'? 
Yes. Where shall we (two) eat lunch? 

A: Tenodekonya'dahgwa'geh. 

B: Jahd�:dih de'eh! 
Esni:no'? 

A: Do:ges no:h. 

To a restaurant. 

Let's go then. 
Are you going to buy it? 

I guess 1 am. 
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Topic 7 

Co111munication 

WHERE 

Ga:weh? 

Ga:weh ho'se'? 

Ga:weh hehne:'? 

Ga:weh hedwe: '? 

Ga:weh wae:ne'? 

Ga:weh noda:se:'? 

Ga:weh tsnoge'? 

Ga:weh n8dayaweh? 

Ga:weh ne:h hi:ge:h? 

oe'eh nehsye:' hehsyo' 

Ga:weh ni:s tse'sgwa' 
Where were you 

Ga:weh 
Where 

Ga:weh 
Wh.e re 

ni:s 
were you 

tse'sgwa' 

ni:s tse'sgwa' 
were you this 

Where? 

Where are you going? 

Where are we going? (me and you) 

Where are we going? (all of us, 
me inclusive) 

Where are they going? 

Where did you come from? 

Where do you live? 

Where did it happen? 

Where is that? (location) 

ne'hoh? 

tsyisedehjih ? 
this morning? 

so:de'? 
last night? 

How will you get there? 

hega:hgwa:'ah? 
afternoon? 

Ga:weh di na:h hehse:' ga:nyo' eyo'ga:h? 
when it will get dark Where then is/are you will go 

Where are you going tonight? 
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WHEN 

we:do:h? 

We:do:h hehsayo:k? 

We:do:h heyogwayo:k? 

We:do:h no'o:weh? 

We:do:h ewodo'kde'? 

Do: niyoisda:'e:h? 

Do: neyoisda'e:ak ewohsawe'? 

when 

When do you have to be there? 

When do we have to be there? 

When did it happen? 

When will it end? 

What time is it? 

What time will it start? 
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WHO 

So:h? 

So: do:node:dzo:nih? 

So: do:de:dzo:nih? 

So: deyagode:dzo:nih? 

S 
••
0: 

SO: 

ne: hi:ge':h? 

ne: ne:ge:h? 

So: no:ye:'? 

I:s gyo'oh desnitae' 

I:s, ne:wa. 

I:s, ae:'. 

I:s ne: sa:weh? 

De'eh haya:s�h hi:ge:h? 

De'eh yeya:soh hi:ge:h? 

So: ne: ' wae'? 

Who? 

Who all wants it? 
(more than two) 

Who wants it? (male) 

Who wants it? (female) 

Who is that? 

Who is this? 

Who did it? (male) 

he/she wants to talk to you 

You, this time. 

You, again. 

Is this yours? 

What is his .name? (the one over 
there) 

What is her name? (that one over 
there) 

Who said that? (male) 
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WHAT 

De'eh? 

oe'eh nisaje:eh? 

oe 'eh niyoje:eh? 

De'eh n\!: hi:ge:h? 

De'eh ne: go:wa:h? 

ne'eh no'o:weh? 

ne 'eh niyoje:eh asde:gwa:h? 

De'eh niyoje:eh? 

De'eh nyo:je:eh? 

De'eh niyagoje:eh? 

De'eh nyo:je:e:no'? 

De'eh niyagoje:e:rio'? 

What? 

What are you doing? 

What's going on/happening? 

What is that? 

What for/why? 

What happened? 

What's happening toward 
the outside? 

What's it doing? (animals) 

What's he doing? 

What's she doing? 

What was he doing? 

What was she doing? 
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WHY 

De'eh go:wa:h? 

De'eh ne:h go:wa:h? 

dzo'dzih or jo'jih 

ne:' o'gi' 

De 1 eh go:wa:h 

De'eh go:wa:h 

D·e· '·e·h h go:wa: 

00 I Sye: I? 

de'saye:e'? 

saya'da:hgo:je'? 

why? (what reason?) 

why? (emphasis added by neh) 
(what is the reason) 

because 

I said so (that's what I said) 

Why did you do it? 

Why didn't you do it? 

Why are you late? 
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INTER.ACTIONS 

O'ge:ge'. 

Wae:gl!'. 

O'ke:ge'. 

O'ge:ge' no'o:weh. 

O'ge:ge' niyawe'oh. 

O'she:ge'? 

Ogwe:nyoh ehse:ge'? 

Ge:geh. 

W 
•• ' ae •

Wa'a:ge'. 

O'gi'. 

Gai:wagweniyo'. 

Do:g"es? 

Do:ges. 

Hoja:non. 

Goja:n'on. 

Agi:wao:g'eh. 

I saw it. 

I saw him. 

I saw her. 

I saw it happen. 

I saw how it happened. 

Did you see them? (two or 
more people) 

Can you see it? 

I see it. 

He said. 

She said. 

I said. 

It's true. It's the truth. 

Really? Honestly? 

It's true. or yes 

He is cute. 

She is cute. 

I've heard about it. 
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Ego:ge'. 

Awenetga:de'. 

Awenetga:dek. 

De'awenetga:de'. 

Ots°i 'wa:k. 

0 t ·s i ' wa : k do : n cJ ' • 

De'otsi'wa:kdo:n�'. 

Ne'ho n�dwa:ye:'. 

Ne' ho nehni: ye: I. 

I will see you. 

It is fun. 

It was fun. 

It is not fun. 

It's good to watch. 

It was good to watch. 

It wasn't good to watch. 

We will do it that way. 
(all of us) 

We will do it that way. 
(me and you) 
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OGWE'OWE:KA:' TIME 

O'wahsodadia't Switch over from night to day. 

Dayohe'o:je' Coming to where it will be 
light; becoming morning 

Daga:hgwi:tge't In the morning. sunrise 

Wa'o:he't It became morning. 

Sedehjiah Morning between 8:00 a.m.- 12:00 

Ha'dewe:nishe:h Midday to 2:00 p.m. 

O'wi:nish�dia't Changes toward night. 

O'ga:s'a:ne:gwa:h towards evening 

Hega:hgwe's The sun is almost setting. 
where the sun goes down 

Ho'ga:hgwe't The sun has set. 

Dewadahsodais It's getting dark. 

Ha'dewahso:tweh Midnight 

E:deh Daytime 

Soeh Nighttime 
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Topic 7 
Communications 

Dialogue fl 

Situation: The telephone rings in the kitchen and is answered 
by the oldest sister. 

Ring-ring! 

Ahjih: .. .. 
.. 'Nya:weh sge:no 

Thank you for being well. 

Ha'no:wa:h 
Turtle 

ni:' gya:soh. 
is my name. 

S0:h ni: ne:ge:h? 
Who is this? 

(Pause as she listens for answer.) 

No'yeh: 

Akso:d: 

No'yeh: 

Akso:d: 

No'yeh: 

Hae 
Hi 

Akso:d. 
Grandma. 

No'yeh, i:s 
Mother, you 

gy8'8h d�snitai�. 
she wants to talk to 

Sge:no' na:h, Akso:d? 
How are you, Grandma? 

De'eh niyoje:eh? 
What's happening. 

Degadogwe:ta'. 

Hadej"e' sgeh ho'ge'. 

I don't feel well. 

doctor/clinic I am going. 

Ogwe:nyo:h Ehne: '? Can you go with me? 

Do: n�yoisda'e:ak h�hsayH:k?' E:h. 
Yes. What time do you have to be there? 

Ehnyadekonya:no' 
we will go eat 

ga:nyo' 
when 

ehsyane:da't. 
you are finished 

Nyoh. Ne'ho nehni:ye:'. 
Okay. We will do it that way. 

E g o: g·e ga:nyo'. I'll see you (whenever) 
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Topic 7 
Communications 

Dialogue #2 

Situation: Two friends �eet in the hallway at the end of the 
school day. They are discussing the events of the 
day and making plans for the evening. 

Gwa'yo:' 

Se:no:h: 

Gwa'yo:' 

Se:no:h: 

Gwa'yo:' 

Se:no:h: 

Gwa'yo:' 

Ga:weh 
Where 

ni:s tse'sgwa' tsyisedehjih? 
were you this morning? 

Tade:nino:neh ho'gahge:t. 
store I was there 

Tenodekonya'dahgwa'geh 
Restaurant 

Nyagwai' dae:ge'. 
Bear I saw him 

tege:no'. O:nehjih 
long ago I saw him. 

oe •·eh 
What's 

ny O: j e: eh? 
he is doing? 

Todeko:ni:h. 
He was eating. 

O'ga:s'a:ne:gwa:h 
towards evening 

gaya'daha'geh 
movies we 

we:do:h 
When 

ewodahgwi'? 
will it be over? 

Ha'dewahso:tweh. 
Midnight. 

Nyoh! Ne'ho nedwa:ye: '· 

Okay! We will do it that way. 

hedwe: '. 
will go 
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TOPIC 8 

GOING SHOPPING 





VOCABULARY 

Do: nigano:o'? 

Ekni:no'? 

Ehsni:no'? 

Do: nisa:wisda:ye'? 

Waje:sl:!h. 

Gano:o'. 

Gata'do:h 

Dewagaja'gi:h. 

Sawisdaye'? 

dewagade:dzo:nih 

D�knowoyehda:no'. 

o:wisda' 

sga:wisda:t 

(_) niga:wisda:ge:h 

gwenis 

wis gwenis 

washe: gwenis 

degasyB'shage:h 

TOPIC 8 

GOING SHOPPING 

How much does it cost? 

I will buy it? 

Are you going to buy it? 

How much money do you have? 

It's cheap. 

It's expensive. 

Let me borrow 

I am broke. 

Do you have money? 

I need 

I am going shopping. 

money 

one dollar 

( __ ) dollars 

cents/change 

five cents 

ten cents 

quarter 
(1 shilling = 12 1/2 cents 

2 shillings = 25 cents) 

J�:gwah 
If 

ha'degayi:' niwakwisda:ye'. 
enough how much money I have. 
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TIME 

gaisda'es 

jono:o' 

oahdoh 

niyono'sga:ge:h 

no'gaisda:'e:k 

ha'dewahse:noh 

Do: ni,'yoi s'.d a::' e: h? 

egahde:di' 

dwahdE!:dih 

Jidwahde:dih. 

Jigwosho: dentge'. 

Jigwosho: detse'? 

Jigwos esgo:ge'. 

clock 

before/lacking 

after or past 

minute 

hour (how many times the 
clock struck) 

in the middle (half past) 

What time is it? 

I will be going 

let's go 

Let's go back where we 
came from. 

I'll be back soon. 

Will you be back soon? 

I'll see you soon. 
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EXAMPLE SENTENCES FOR TIME 

Time: When telling time in Seneca, as with English, there. 
are shorter ways of saying the time. It will be to your 
advantage to know both because you may hear either one. 

LONG VERSION 

The number of minutes before the hour # hour. 

Washi:h niyono'sgi:ge:h jono:H' dza:dak n8'gaisda:'e:k 

10 minutes before 7 o'clock 

SHORT VERSION 

The # of minutes before hours #. 

Washe:h jono:o' 

10 before 

dza:dak. 

7. 

Dewashe:h seh niyono'sga:ge: oahdoh johdo:h 
20 3 minutes after nine 

Dza:dak 
7 

niyono'sga:ge:h 
minutes 

jono:o' 
before 

sga:sgae' 
11 

Ha'dewahse:noh degyo' no'gaisda:'e:k. 
Half past 8 o'clock (hour) 

no'gaisda:'e:k. 
o'clock (hour) 

no'gaisda: 'e:k. 
o'clock (hour) 

Wisgae' 
15 

niyono'sga:ge:h 
minutes 

jono:o' 
before 

ye:i' 
6 

no'gaisda: 'e:k. 
o'clock (hour) 

Dewashe:h deknih oahdoh neh wis. 
20 2 after the 5

Wisgae' 
15 

jono:o' 
before 

ye:ih. 
6 

Johdo:sgae' 
19 

oahdoh 
after 
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MONEY 

Wisgae' niga:wisda:ge:h, dza:dak niwashe:h gwenis koh. 

15 

$15.70 

(how many) 

Seh niwashe:sga:d 
31 

gwe
0

ni s ko h. 
cents too 

$31.58 

dollars 70 

niga:wisda:ge:h, 
dollars 

cents too. 

wis niwashe:h degyo' 
58 

Dekni:h niwe'nya'e:h 
200 

niga:wisda:ge:h, 
dollars 

dza:dak niwashe:h 
70 

gwenis koh. 
cents too 

$200.70 

Johdo:h niwe'nya'e:h, 
900 

wis niwashe:h 
50 

wis niwashe:h gwenis koh. 
5 50 cents too. 

$951.50 

sga:d niga:wista:ge:h, 
1 dollars 
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CONVERSATION 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

ho'se'? Ga:we 
Where are you going? 

Tade:nino:neh 
to the store, 

De'eh na'od 
What will you 

ho'ge'. 
I am going. 

esnino'? 
buy? 

ekni: nc P . 
I will buy. 

Q: Ogwe:nyo: ehne:'? 
Can I go with you? 

A: E:h. 
yes. 

Q: Sawisdaye'? 

A: 

Q: 

Do you have money? 

Seh 
3 

So't, 
Well, 

niga:wisda:ge:h 
dollars 

hnyahde:dih. 
let's move. 

agye' • 
I have. 
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ADDITIONAL CONVERSATION 

De'eh nesa:je: I eyo:he't? 
What are you going to do tomorrow? 

Tade:nino:neh e:' dekno:woyehda:no'. 
I am going shopping at the (grocery) store. 

De'eh na'od esnino:no'? 
What are you going to buy? 

Oahgwa', 
bread, 

ono' gwa' , 
milk, 

o'hohsa' 
eggs, 

koh dewagade:dzo:nih. 

Je:gwah ha'degayi:' 
If I have enough 

too I need 

niwakwisda:ye', 
money 

? It •• 

ote'sha' o'ge:sde: 
flour baking powder 

koh dewagade:dzo:nih. 
too I need 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can 

"ehne: '? 
I go with you? 

Ha'degago:n ni:' 
It's necessary 

0 1 n·ohsa', o'wa:' koh ekni:no'. 
onions and meat. too I will buy 

Do: neyoisda'e:ak ·ehnyahde:di'?
What time it will be we two will go ? 

Ha'dewe:nishe:h. 
At noon. (middle of the day) 
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TOPIC 9 

MEAL TAKING 

FOOD DRINK 





TOPIC 9 

NEAL TAKING/FOOD/DRINK 

gakwa' 

ahgwa' or oahgwa' 

owisa:tha' or owi:sa' 

ojike'da' 

deyohsait 

o'hohsa' 

MEAT 

o 'wa: '

oehji'a' 

genjoh or gedzoh 

daga: 'e:'

DRINK 

ono'gwa' 

oneganos 

ojiyagi' 

onegaji:h 

onegadae:ye:h 

onegagi' 

SWEETS 

owa:no' 

oahgwawenoe' 

gajiyate'doh 

dega:hgwa'se:' 

food 

bread 

butter 

salt 

pepper 

eggs 

meat 

fried meat 

fish 

chicken 

milk 

water 

juice 

coffee (dark water) 

tea (hot water) 

soup 

sugar/candy 

cake 

jam 

pie 
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FRUIT 

ganya'o:ya' 

ojijo'gwa' 

gaehda:e' 

ogwa:a' 

o:ya:ji' 

o:nyogwi'sa' 

ge:eh / gi:eh 

ga:neh 

ojisdoda'sha' 

otga:sha' 

dagwa'da:ne' 

o:nyohsatgos 

osha:a' 

jo'a:ga'wa:ya:s 

ogao'gwa' 

onehdowa:neh 

joikdo:wa:' 

wa:ya:is 

ogwa:jiwageh 

apple 

pear 

peach 

orange 

blueberries 

grapes 

plum 

cherries 

strawberries 

blackberry 

red raspberry 

watermelon 

mulberry 

gooseberry 

dewberries; thimbleberries 

rhubarb 

crab apple 

muskmelon 

lemon 
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VEGETABLES 

osae'da' beans 

onono'da' potatoes 

okdea·' carrots, beets, turnips 

oyakao' tomatos 

otgowo'sa:a' string beans 

onodo'ge:a' peas 

onahdatgos lettuce 

o:nyohsowa:neh pumpkin 

ono'eohsa' cabbage 

o'nohsa' onion 

o:nyosgwa:e' cucumber 

o'nisda' corn on the cob 
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TRADITIONAL FOODS 

johehgoh 

o:nyohsa' 

osae'da' 

osae'dajisgwa' 

oneo' 

ono:hgwa' 

gagaehdehdo' 

ogo:sa' 

ojisgwa' 

gahgwagi:'da:h 

onohsa:o' 

one: 'da' 

o'niyosda:gi' 

ono:sga' 

ga:nowo:s 

our life support, 
what we survive on 
keeps you alive and strong 

squash 

beans 

mashed beans 

corn 

corn soup 

corn bread 

baked corn 

mush 

fry bread 

wild onion soup 

roast corn soup 

cracked corn soup 

milkweed 

cowslip 
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CONTEMPORARY FOODS 

ote'sha' 

o'gesde:h 

0 ! rt0 I 

ogaehda' 

oneganoe' 

flour 

baking powder 

lard 

cereal (dry flakes) 

.. ' .. 'daga: e: onagosda 

soda, pop (sugary water) 

chicken wings 

oishadai:ye:h or 
ojiyadai:ye:h 

gaihdo'ya'ka:' 

geishagi'da:h 

0 I W8: t 

hot dog 

dega:hgwa'se:' 
pizza (tomato pie) 

fried/cooked sausage 

wawetahoh deyoahgo:ge:h 
sandwich (meat stuffed between two 

slices of bread) 

ganono'dagi'da:h 

gaisdagi'da:h 

dega'waihdt3 

french fries or home fries 
fried potatoes 

it's been fried 

hamburger (raw ground meat) 

dega'waihd8h gaisdagi'da:h 

gaisja'ko' o'wa:' 

oahgwawa:neh 

gaisja'ko' jo:sgwaon 
sliced meat cow 

fried hamburger 

sliced meat 

large bun 

o'wa: ', oahgwawa:neh koh 
meat large bun and 

Beef on Wyck 
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MEAL-TIMES 

sedehjia:ka:' gakwa' 

ha'dewe:nisheka:' gakwa' 

o'ga:s'a:ka:' 

INTERACTIONS 

Sadoswe'da:nih? 

Agadoswe'danih. 
-

De'eh edwa:k. 

gakwa' 

Ga:weh edwadek8:ni'? 

Sahda'oh? 

Ag�hda I oh. 

Ogahda't. 

Sakweda'oh? 

aga�ko:ni:h 

o'gadeko:ni' 

sa�kno:nih 

dwadeko:nih 

honodeko:ni:h 

dedwa:do:n 

og�'oh 

de'oga'oh 

agega'has 

da'agega'has 

breakfast (morning food) 

lunch (midday food) 

supper (evening food) 

Are you hungry? 

I'm hungry. 

What will we eat? 

Where will we eat? 

Are you full? or 
Did you get enough to eat? 

I am full. 

I became full. 

Are you finished eating? 

I'm eating 

I ate 

you eat 

let's eat 

they are eating 

you eat with us 

it tastes good 

it does not taste good 

I like the taste of 

I don't like the taste of 
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saga'has 

hoga'has 

goga'has 

hodiga'has 

oga''6h 

gasenoga'oh 

oga'ohsyo:h 

d_!sgoh 

gao' dashis 

dasha:h 

seko:nih 

saseko:nih 

o'seko:ni' 

eseko:ni' 

snege:ah 

e·snegea' 

eknegea' 

sa:ye' 

desyes 

dedza:oh 

 

 
 

 

you like (to eat) 

he likes (to eat) 

she likes (to eat) 

they like (to eat) 

tastes good 

smells good 

looks good 

give it to me 

push it towards me 

bring it here 

you cook 

you cook again 

you did cook 

you will cook 

do you drink? 

you will drink 

I will drink 

you will have 

you will mix 

both 
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o'gakwaih or o'ga:ih 

seksa:oh 

sekse:k 

sadeksowae'ho:h 

dasgyenowo's 

Ihse:s? 

ihse:k 

sa:ye' 

geh 

ga:e' 

o'nisdaga'oh 

o'nisda' 

WORD INCORPORATION 

agega'has 

Age'wa:ga'has. 

Akahgwaga'has. 

Akno'gwaga'has. 

Akno:hgwaga'has. 

Aknono'daga'has. 

Agegahgwagi'daga'has. 

the meal is cooked (done) 

you set the table 

clear the dishes 

you wash the dishes 

you help me 

do you eat it? 

you eat it 

you have (to eat) 

on it (when used as a suffix) 

already situated on 

corn on the cob tastes good 

corn on the cob 

I like the taste of 

I like meat. 

I like bread. 

I like milk. 

I like corn soup. 

I like potatoes. 

I like fry bread. 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES 

Oneganoe' sa:ye'? 
soda you have? 

Saje:h; 
sit down, 

De'eh na'od 
What 

sadek?J:nih. 
you eat 

edwa:k. 
will we eat? 

De'eh 
What 

i:!°dwa:k? 
will we eat? 

we:do:h 
When 

edwadeko:ni'? 
will we eat? 

DE!'eh na'od 
What 

ege:k? 

eseko:ni'? 
are you going to cook? 

oe 'eh 
What will I eat? 

Orieganos esnegea'? 
Water you will drink? 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can 

Oga'oh 
good tasting 

ekne:gea'no'? 
I get a drink? 

one o' •

corn 

Oj if gw�ga � oh 
mush · iJ good tasting or delicious 

Dasgoh ojike'da', 
pass salt 

deyohsait koh? 
pepper too 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can 

esgyenowo's egadeksowae'ho:'? 
help me you will wash the dishes? 

75 



SAMPLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q: De I na I od 
What 

seko:nih? 
are you cooking? 

A: Gaehdo'ya'ka:' 
pizza 

dega:hgwa'se:', daga:'e:' onagosda', koh. 
chicken wings, too. 

Q: De' na'od sadeko:ni:h? 
What are you eating? 

A: Ono:hgwa', gahgwagi: 'da:h, koh. 
corn soup, fry bread also. 

SHORT CONVERSATIONS 

Child 

Hahji' 

Child 

Child -

No'yeh -

Child -

Agadoswe'danin! 
I'm hungry! 

D�'ih dih na'od sn�:w8:s? 
What then are you hungry for? 

Deganyo'gwaihdoh 
ground up nuts 

peanut butter 

ojiyagi', koh. 
juice, too. 

Di'ih na'od �Jwa:k? 
What will we eat? 

o:wisa, 
butter, 

D�'gh dih na'od sn8:w8s? 

gajiyate'doh 
jelly , 

What then 

Gaedo'ya'ka:' 
Pizza! 

are you hungry for? 

dega:h gwa'se! 

deyoahgo:ge:h 
sandwich 

No'yeh - Dwahde:dih 
Let' all go 

tenodekonya'dahgwa'geh hedWe! I 

to where they eat 
(restaurant) 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION 

Alice: 

Bill: 

Alice: 

Bill: 

Alice: 

or 

or 

Bill: 

Hae'! 
Hi! 

Hae'! 
Hi! 

Sa:ye' Gweh! 
Well! Have you any 

onegaji:h? 
coffee? 

E:h. 
Yes. 

Ono'gwa', 
Milk, 

Ono'gwa' so:h. 
milk just 

Owa:no' 
sugar 

so:h. 
just 

E:h, 
Yes, 

dedza:oh. 
both. 

Ne:dah. 
He re. 

owa:no', ko desyes? 
sugar, too you will mix? 
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ADVANCED 

Kea:wak 
(Daughter) 

No'yeh 
(Mother) 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER MAKE GAHGWAGI'DA:H 

No I yeh, 
Mother, 

Hae'. 
Hello. 

sagyo'. 
I'm home. 

Ogo'esha 1 sahsyo', Kea:wak. 
I'm glad you're home, daughter. 

'. 

Adekwa:hgwa'geh isheh sayadosha', �saja'dawihsi' koh. 
Put your books on the table and take your coat off. 

Agadoswe'danih! 
I'm hungry! 

Sihsa:k di'gwah na'od ehse:ge' a:sadeko:ni'. 
Look for what you can see you could eat. 

Da'age:ge' gwisde' a:ge:k. 
I can't see anyth ing to eat. 

De'eh dih na'od sno:wos? 
What are you hungry for? 

Gahgwagi'da:h. 
Fried bread. 

So't, �nisyo:nih. 
Well, let's make some. 

De'e na'od desade:dzo:nih? 
What do you need? 

Gaksowaneh ho'se:goh. 
You can get the big bowl. 

Hege:go' na:h. 
I will get it. 
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TOPIC ·10

PHYSICA·L ENVIRONMENT 





Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Gaga:wa'sha' koh hege:go'. 
I'll get the frying pan, too. 

Adogwa'sha' ni: 1 hege:go'. 
I'll get the spoon. 

De' koh na'od desade:dzo:nih? 
What else do you need? 

Ote'sha', o'gesde:h, o:no', ga:wisdi:h oneganos, 
koh enskawihde'. 
Flour, soda, lard ••••• Bring me a cup of water. 

Nyoh. Heknegago'. 
Okay, I'll get the water. 

Ekncidai:ya:t. 
I will heat the lard. 

ni:s ehse'. Ote'sh�' eg�'. O'gesde:h 
I will put in the flour. You put in the soda. 

Ne:dah n�: neh oneganos. 
Here's the water • 

Nyoh, nya:weh. 
Okay, thanks. 

.. �
.. 
.. .. Degawenye:' gagwe:goh. 

I will mix everything. 

Egete'syohga:' adekwa:hgwa'geh. 
I'll spread flour on the table. 

Adekwa:hgwa'geh egeshe'ae'. 
I'll put the dough on the table. 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can 

1: I degesheagwehdae 1 ? 
I flatten the dough? 

Nyoh. 
Okay. 

Ogwe:nyo:h koh i:s ehsisdo:ya:'. 
You can also cut them. 
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Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

No'yeh 

No'yeh 

Kea:wak 

Kea:wak 

Sga:d, dekni:h, seh, ge:ih, wis, ye:i'. Ye:i' 
ni yo:h. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. There are six. 

Da:neh, eka:hgwagi'da: '• 
Now, I'll fry the bread. 

Mmmmmmm a:gadoswe' danih. 
Mmmmmmm I'm so hungry. 

So't jadek8:nih. 
Well, let's eat. 

Ojisdoda'sha' gajiyate'doh koh dehni:yes. 
We'll have some strawberry jam, too. 

Ogao'syo:Hh! 
This looks so good! 

Mmmmmmmm niyoga'oh! 
Mmmmmmmm This tastes so good! 
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TOPIC 10 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

VOCABULARY 

yoejade' or yoedzade' earth, land 

ga:id tree 

onodade' hill 

ga'sgwa:' stone 

oneganos water 

·ede:ka:' ga:hgwa:' sun (daytime sun) 

soe:ka:' ga:hgwa:' moon (nighttime moon) 

geoyade' sky 

ohji'ge' cloud 

o'ha:ot rainbow 

aweo' flower 

gaha:dagoh in the woods/forest 

oehda' soil 

geh·o:de' creek/river/stream 

ogeo'dza' grass 

onahda' leaf 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS 

ode": hgo: d 

we:nitsi:yo:h 

o'gyo:jo:h 

osdeo:jo:h 

ga:ha' 

ga; 1 hasde I 

ohji'ge' 

oto:we' 

o'wato:wa:d 

Agatowesta'. 

owi:sa' 

one:no' 

Akneno:ni:h. 

dagaswi:ne:d 

ogwa:sdoh 

o'wahji'ga:d 

gawenoda:je's 

deweni wha hs
0

oh 

deyoshadohgwa_ye' 

sun is shining 

it's a nice day 

it's snowing 

it's raining 

windy 

strong wind 

it's cloudy 

it's cold 

it got cold 

I'm cold. 

ice 

it's warm/it's a hot day 

I'm warm. 

it's warmer 

fair weather 

it got cloudy 

it's thundering 

it is lightning 

it's foggy 
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ohsodane:no' warm night 

o'ayojo:h drizzling 

o'wadetgit bad storm 

o'we:no:do:' flooded 

owisyojo:h sleet/�ail 

ohse:ye' frost 

oye'gweosyo' snowdrifts 

oyi'gwida:s�:h swirling movement, can be 
swirling smoke, fog, dust 
or snow as in a blizzard 

o'dwatsi'gane:ga: 1 cloud burst 
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VERBS 

niwenondi:h the number of 

Gada:je's It's standing 
Yeda:je's She is standing 
Hada:je's He is standing 
Deknidaje's Two are standing {female) 
Seh niwenondi:h wadidaje's 

Three are standing 

Oda'oh 
Goda'oh 
Hoda'oh 

Odeko:ni:h 
Godeko:ni:h 
Hodeko:ni:h 
Dza:dak niwenondi:h 

They {seven) 

It's sleeping 
She is· sleeping 
He is sleeping 

It's eating 
She is eaq.ng 
He is eating 

onodeko:ni:h 
are eating 

Gada:ke' It is running 
Yeda:ke' She is running 
Hada:ke' He is running 
Sga:sgae' niwenondi:h wadidake' 

They (eleven) are running 

Watai:ne' 
Yotai:ne' 
Hatai:ne' 

Dewatsyosgwi:ne' 
Deyotsyosgwi:ne' 
Da:tsyosgwi:ne' 

It's walking 
She is walking 
He is walking 

It's creeping 
She is creeping 
He is creeping 

Gayashe' It's lying down 
Yeyashe' She is lying down 
Hayashe' He is lying down 
Dekniyashe' Two are lying down {female) 
Johdo:h niwenondi:h wadiyashe'. 

Nine are lying down. {female) 
hadiyashe' they are lying down {male) 
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Ganyohsyo:d It's sitting (one) 
YenyohVyo:d She is sitting 
Hanyohsyo:d He is sitting 
Deninyohsyo:d Two are sitting (male) 
Wadinyohsyo:d they (females) are sitting 
Wis niwen8ndi:h wadinyohsyo:d 

Five females are·sitting 

Agato:de' 
Da'agato:de' 
Sato:de' 

Se:g0e h? 
Ye:geh? 
Ha:geh? 

Odahsehdoh. 
Godahsehdoh. 
Hodahsehd't5h. 

Wada:weh. 
Yoda:weh 
Hada:weh 
Deknyadaweh 
wenodaweh 

Oa ' c·e o: j e ' 
Goa'teo:je' 
Hoa' teo': j e' 

gaj e' 
dekni:je' 
wadi:je' 

I hear 
I don't hear 
You hear 

Do you see it? 
Does she see it? 
Does he see it? 

It's hiding. 
She is hiding. 
He is hiding 

• 

• 

It's swimming/taking a bath. 
She is swimming/taking a bath. 
He is swimming/taking a bath. 
two are swimming (female) 
many are swimming (female) 

It is climbing 
She is climbing 
He is climbing 

it's flying 
two are lying 
many are flying 
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ADDITIONAL VOCABULARY 

oa'gesho' on the road 

gahadago: sho' in the woods 

onegago:h under or in the water 

geda:ye'sho' in the fields 

gedaehsho' through the middle of the field 

one'dago:gwa:h toward under the pines 

ade:noshago:gwa:h toward in the shade 

onodago:gwa:h toward below the hill 

ganohsago:gwa:h toward under the house 

wasgwa:go:gwa:h toward under the porch 

adekwa:hgwa'shago:gwa:h toward under the table 

gaji'gayag�:gwa:h 

ganokdago:gwa:h 

ga'sehdago:gwa:h 

ga'ashago:gwa:h 

toward under the chair 

toward under the bed 

toward under the car 

toward under the basket 

ganohsodaiya'sha:go:gwa:h toward under �he stove (heater) 
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ANIMALS Ganyo:' sho'oh (wild) 

No'ganya'goh/Weno'swado:o' Beaver 

Nyagwai' Bear 

Ota:yo:nih Wolf 

Neoge' Deer 

Gwa'yo:' Rabbit 

Ha'no:wa:h Turtle 

sgo'ak Frog 

Se:no:h Skunk 

Joni:sgyo:n Squirrel 

Jinohdai:yo:' Mouse 

Tehdo:o' Woodchuck 

Degiya'goh Bison 

Jiho'gwais Chipmunk 

No'gwatgwa:h Fox 

To:dayen Jack Rabbit 

He: es Panther 
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Jio'da:ga' 

Dega'nyagaide' 

Gowihsagih 

Jinodaga' 

Jagoyo:di:h 

Dawe:do' 

Gahe'da' 

Jinohdaiyo:'go:wa:h 

Jo'a:ga' 

Deyodino'geon 

Hano:go:d 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS 

ji:yah 

dago:ji' 

geodanehgwih 

josgwa:on 

dewaohde:s 

Mink 

Mole 

Monkey 

Muskrat 

Oppossum 

Otter 

Porcupine 

Rat 

Racoon 

Sheep 

Weasel 

dog 

cat 

horse (it hauls logs) 

cow 

donkey 
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* 

BIRDS Jide'o sho'ob 

Daga:'e0 :' 

J·o: yai k 

O'so:on 

O'o:wa:' 

So:wak 

Joa:sha' 

Gaji'da:s 

No'jahgwe' 

Ga'ga:' 

Ho:ga:k 

Jinyowae' 

Di'di:' 

Dowisdowi' 

Sa'sa' 

Johgwi'yani' 

Daga: 'et: 'ganyo: I 

No' j ahgwe I 

Ja:hgo:wa:h 

Gwa:oh 

Gaisge'se:' 

Ji d •• 
•• •• I 

e:ogwe 

Gwe"• go: nye I 

Disdis

JohJoh

Chicken 

Robin 

Turkey 

Owl 

Duck 

Heron 

Hawk 

Snipe 

Crow 

Wild geese 

Bluebird 

Bluejay 

'S �,· p .s&,.., 

Killdeer 

Mockingbird 

Partridge/grouse 

Pheasant 

Snipe /wo.od cock 

Pigeon/dove 

Screech.owl 

Sparrow/ thrush 

Swallow 

Whippoorwill 

Woodpecker 

Wren 
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INSECTS O'ji'no:wo' 

Ji'a:ye:h Spider 

6'n5hg8:n Bee 

0ji'dano:we:' Butterfly 

Dewahsentwas Flea 

Ji'hosdohgwe' Ant 

Wadi'nohgo:ta' Bumblebee 

Tehdahda:ne' Caterpillar 

Jinohsanoh Cricket 

Gaehsohe' Daddy-long legs

Jikde:oge' Deerfly 

Dewatsisdogwas Firefly 

0she'da' Fly 

Jisda:h Grasshopper 

Wadia:no:nih Honeybee 

Jisga:ga:k Katydid 

Ji'no:h Lice 

Jinyodahse:s Mosquito 

Sehdohgwa:ne' Wood tick 

O:gweh Walking stick; Praying Mantis 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES 

Ha'nih: Saja'dawi't, sadihigwa: koh. 

Yeksa'a:h: 

Ha'nih: 

No I yeh: 

Haksa'a:h: 

Haksa'a:h: 

Akso:d: 

Yeksa'a:h: 

Akso:d: 

Yeksa'a:h: 

Put on your jacket, put on your hat too. 

De' go:wa:h? 
What for, why? 

Oto:we' asdeh. 
It's cold outside. 

Saja'dawisih. 
Take off your jacket. 

D•e• I h? go:wa: 
Why? 

One:no' 
It's warm 

asdeh. 
outside. 

So't, 
Well, 

nyoh. 
okay. 

Sadihigwa:h. 
Put on your hat. 

De' go:wa:h? 
Why? 

Ga:ha' 
It's windy 

wae nege'. 
because 

So't, 
Well, 

nyoh. 
okay. 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION 

Akso:d: 

Hakso:d 

Akso:d 

Hakso:d 

Akso:d 

Hakso:d 

ne, e· 

What 

OSDEO:JO:H 

niyoje:e asdeh? 
happening outside? 

Osdeo:jo: ae' ! 
It raining again! 

Jawe'o na: osdeo:jo:h ! ! 
All the time it raining!! 

Wo'osdeo:di' te:de'? 
It rained yesterday? 

E:h. Osdeo:jo:no' hae'gwa ne dwate:dek. 
Yes. It has rained also the other day. 

Ge' he osowagwa:sdoh ! ! 
Really it duck good weather!! 
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WEATHER. REPORT 

Ewe:nitsiyo:ak. 

It will be a nice day 

.. .. .. .. Ewode:hgo:de'. 

The sun will shine 

Ge:ih niwashe:h, neyono'no:ak. 

4 lO's how cold it will be. 

Ga:ha', joneno'gegwa: nedwe:d. 

Wind, where it is warm it will come from. 

Dewashe: johdo:h, egano'nos ga:nyo' o'ge:oh. 

20 9 , it will cool off while it is night. 

Eyo:he't eyosdeo:di'. 

When it becomes m-0rning, it will rain. 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES 

O'ge:ge' 
I saw 

Ge0ndzoh 
Fish 

joa:sha' 
heron 

wada:weh 
it's swimming 

gada:je's 
standing 

onegago:h. 
in the water. 

onegago:h. 
in the water. 

Ha'no:wa:h 
Turtle 

wada:weh 
it's swimming 

onegago:h. 

Ha'no:wa:sho'oh 
Turtle's 

in the water. 

wenodaweh onegago:h. 
many are swimming in the water. 

Weno'swado:o, 
Beaver 

ha'no:wa:h 
Turtle 

koh deknyadaweh onegago:h. 

Gajida:s 
Hawk 

Agya:hl 
Ouch 

gaje' 
is flying 

O'nohgo:n 
Bee 

and two are swimming 

he'tgeh. 
way up there. 

Oge I n"ohgo: de'• 
it stung me. 

Sehdohgwa:ne' 
Woodtick 

watai:ne' knesha'geh. 
it's walking on my arm. 

Sadaohdi:yos 
You listen, 

jisga:ga:k ode:no:t. 
katydid it's singing. 

oda'oh ganohsago:gwa:h Ji:y'ah 
Dog it's sleeping under the house. 

in the water. 
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Ji 'hosdohgwe0' 
Ants 

Nyagwai' 
Bear 

Joni:sgyo:n 
Squirrel 

Sato:de' 
Do you hear 

Se:geh 
Do you see it 

onotga'de' 
alot of them 

watai:ne' 
it's walking 

onodeko:ni:h owa:no'. 
they are eating candy. 

oa'gesho'. 
on the road. 

ganyohsyo:d, odeko:ni:h gai:dago:h. 
it's sitting it's eating in the tree. 

jo:yaik 
Robin 

wadi'nohgo:ta'? 
bumblebee? 

ode:no:t? 
singing? 

Des·ehda:tl I! 
Run! 11 ! 

Dago:ji' 
Cat 

odahsehdoh 
it's hiding 

gaji'ga:yago:gwa:h. 
under the chair. 

Ne:hl 
Look! 

Geodanehgwih onotga'de' wadidake' gedaehsho'. 
Horses alot of them 

Ji:yah odeko:ni:h 
The dog is eating 

gWa I YO! I •

a rabbit. 

they are running in the middle 
of the field. 

Nyagwai' 
Bear 

oa'teo:je' 
is climbing 

ne ga:id. 
a tree. 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS 

Child excitedly runs into the house after school. 

Haksa'a:h 

No'yeh 

Haksa'a:h 

Ha'nih 

Yeksa'a:h 

Ha'nih 

Yeksa'a:h 

No'yeh, 
Mo�her, 

Ga:weh? 
Where? 

o'ge:ge' 
I saw 

joa:sha'! 
heron. 

Onegago:h gada:je's. 
In the water it was standing. 

Hagowaneh, koh! 
He is large, too. 

Ne:h! 
Look! 

Neoge'sho'oh! 
Deer! 

Ga:weh? 
Where? 

Gedaehs ho I .

In the field. 

Do: niwenodi: 
How many 

neoge' o'se:ge'? 
deer did you see? 

Wis niwenodi:h 
five 

neoge' 
deer 

wa:dida:ke: '. 
they ran there 

gahadago: sho'. 
in(to) the woods. 
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TOPIC ·11

HEAL TH AND WELFARE 





BASIC BODY PARTS 

On0 1 e: I 

akno'e:' 
S8n0 1 e: I 

oga: ' 
gega:' 
sega:' 

oge''a' 
agege'a' 
sage's' 

ogo:da' 
gego:da' 
sego:da' 

aohda' 
agaohda' 
saohda' 

ohsaga:en 
gehsaga:en 
sehsaga:en 

gegohsa' 
segohsa' 

TOPIC 11 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

head 
my head 
your head 

eye 
my eye 
your eye 

hair 
my hair 
your hair 

nose 
my nose 
your nose 

ear 
my ear 
your ear 

mouth 
my mouth 
your mouth 

my face 
your face 

97 



o:nya'sa' 
ge:nya'sa' 
se:nya'sa' 

oya'da' 
gya'da' 
sya'da' 

onesha' 

awenyahsa' 

ohse:wa' 

o'dohsha' 

otgwehsa' 

ohsyohsa' 

one:sha' 
knesha' 
snesha' 

osohda' 
gesohda' 
sehsohda' 

o'nya' 
ge'nya' 
se'nya' 

onesho'gwa' 
knesho'gwa' 
snesho'gwa' 

neck 
my neck 
your neck 

body 
my body 
your body 

shoulder 

heart 

stomach 

chest 

blood 

skin 

arm 
my arm 
your arm 

hand 
my hand 
your hand 

fingers 
my fingers 
your fingers 

wrist 
my wrist 
your wrist 
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ohsi:n"o' 
gehsi:no' 
sehsi:no' 

ohsi'da' 
gahsi'da' 
sahsi'da' 

oyahda' 

00
°

: Sha I 

ojio'gwa' 
gejio'gwa' 
sejio'gwa' 

oyagwi:ya' 

leg 
my leg 
your leg 

foot 
my foot 
your foot 

thigh 

knee 

ankle 
my ankle 
your ankle 

toes 
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DESCRIPTIONS 

ga:ne:ye:s 
yene:ye:s 
hane:ye:s 

niwak'a:h 
niye:neyak'a:h 
nya:neyak'a:h 

-. 

o'neyate:h 
go'neyate:h 
honeyate:h 

ohse:h 
gohse:h 
hohse:h 

gaksa'go:wa:h 
yeksa'go:wa:h 
haksa'go:wa:h 

 

gae:tge' 
ye:tge' 
hae:tge' 

ogohsatgi' de I 

og•OhS8: tgf I 

it's tall 
she ls tall 
he is tall 

short 
she is short 
he is short 

it's thin 
she is thin 
he is thin 

it's fat 
she.is fat 
he is fat 

it's good looking 
she is good looking 
he is good looking 

it's ugly 
she is ugly 
he is ugly 

it has a dirty 
it has a clean 

face 
face 
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HEALTH 

Good Health 

e:h 

e:h, i:s dih 

ha'degaye:i' 

gadogweta' 

gohi:yo:h 

a : y-e : ' n a : h

Poor Health 

He'eh 

De'gadogwe:ta' 

Akno'e":go's 

Akno:kda:nih 

Agatowinyo'se:h 

De'sga:no' 

Esaye":h? 

De'eh niyo'de:h? 

Gehswa:go's 

deyoja'goh 

o:yage:h 

deyoja'goh oneya'sho'oh 

odadate:h 

hadeje'sgeh or 

hadedze'sgeh 

yes 

yes, you then 

good enough 

I feel well 

I feel healthy 

It seems that way 

no 

I don't feel well. 

I have a headache. 

I am sick. 

I have a cold. 

I am not well. 

Are you hurt? 

What's the matter? 

stomach ache 

is it broken? 

it is in pain 

broken bones 

cuts/abrasions 

at the/ at the 
doctor/clinic 
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owenoih 
agwenoih 
s awe"noi h 

oye: 'oh 
agye: 'oh 
saye: 'oh 

ohso'ka' 
Agahso'ka' 
sahso'ka' 

otowinyo'se:h 
aga'towinyo'se:h 
satowinyo'se:h 

o'dohgwa:oh 
age'dohwa:oh 
sa'dohgwa:oh 

o'sgoda'oh 
agesgoda'oh 
sa'sgoda'oh 

ono'e:go's 
akno'e:go's 
sano'e:go's 

ono:kda:nih 
akno:kda:nih 
sano:kda:nih 

on o ' j an o : w b": s 
akno'jano:wtr:s 
sano'jano:wo:s 

o:yage:h 
agyeo:yage:h 
seo:yage:h 

gehswa:go's 
sehswa:go's 

deyoja'goh 
o'tgatsinya:k 
dewagatsinyagoh 

o'tgahnesha'k 
dewagahnesha'goh 

it is crazy 
I am crazy 
you are crazy 

it is hurt 
I am hurt 
you are hurt 

it limps 
I am limping 
you are limping 

it has a cold 
I have a cold 
You have a cold 

it has a fever 
I have a fever 
you have a fever 

it has been burned 
I have been burned 
you have been burned 

it has a headache 
I have a headache 
you have a headache 

it is sick 
I am sick 
you are sick 

it has a toothache 
I have a toothache 
you have a toothache 

it is in pain 
I am in pain 
you are in pain 

I have a stomach ache 
you have a stomach ache 

is it broken 
I broke my leg 
I have broken my leg 

I broke my arm 
I have broken my arm 
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COMMANDS 

satgohsowa:eh wash your face 

sajowaeh wash your hands 

sadaohdowaeh wash your ears 

sadenya'sowaeh wash your neck 

sahno'eo:waeh wash your head 

satge'owa:eh wash your hair 

sahno'jowa:eh brush your teeth 

sado:tgah comb your hair 

satsi'nohge:h blow your nose 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES: 

ke:ge: '· 

Agahse:h 

Agege'�:ji:h. 

Hoge'a:ji:h 

Go'neyate:h 

Gohse:h 

Gohse:h neh 
She is fat my younger sister. 

Ohse:h 
It is fat 

Hohse: h 
He is fat 

ji:yah. 
the dog. 

neh he'ge:'. 
my younger brother. 

Nya:n�yak'a:h .neh hehse'ge:'. 
He is short your younger brother. 

neh sahji'. Gohse:h 
She is fat your older sister. 

De'eh niyohsohgo'de:h 
What is the color of 

neh sage'a'? 
your hair? 

De'eh niyohsohgo'de:h neh 
What is the color of 

sega:'? 
your eyes? 

I am fat. 

,. My hair is black. 

His hair is black. 

She is thin. 

She is fat. 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION: 

Two Students: 

A: 
.. 

.. ' 
.. 

Hae, sga:no na:h ? 

B: He'eh de'gadogwe:ta'. 

A: De'eh niyo'de:h? 

B: Akn8'i:g�'s, gehswa:g8�s koh. 

A H d j ' h h.. •• •• t : a e e sge ego:o: • 

.. 

B: Eh, jahde:dih de:eh. 

SAMPLE CONVERSATION: 

Hi, how are you? 

No, I don't feel well. 

What's the matter? 

I have a headache, 
stomach ache. 

I'll take you to the 
doctor/clinic • 

Yes, let's go then. 

Two students running to get to school on time. 

Ota:yo:nih: Go'geh eyokniya'da:k. 

Sgo'ak: Nyoh, Agyal 

Ota:yo:nih: 

Sgo'ak: 

.. 
.. Osaye:h? 

Eh, gehsino'geh ono:kde' 

Ota:yo:nih: Deyoja'goh. 

Sgo'ak: He'eh. 

Hurry, we'll be late. 

Okay, Ouch (as he 
trips and falls) 

Are you hurt? 

Yes, 
my leg bur.ts. 

Is it broken? 

No. 
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ADDITIONAL CONVERSATION 

MOTHER: 

Child: 

Mother: 

Child: 

Gweh! 

Sas'ohdatgi 1 

Sahjowae'hah. 

Well, 

Your hands are dirty 

go wash your hands. 

De'swagegohsatgi' oneh? 
Is my face not dirty, now? 

Do:ge:s. Sasatgohsowae'hah. 
Yes. Go wash your face again. 

Ehsade:nya'sowa:e', koh. 
You wash your neck, too. 

Saga:toh. O'gahdzowa:e', 
Look. I washed my hands, 

o'gatgohsowae', koh. 
I washed my face, too. 

ADDITIONAL CONVERSATION 

so:h hi:ge:h? Who is that? 

He'ge:' hi:ge:h. 

Nya:neyak'a:h neh hehse'ge: '• 

Tliat's my brother. 

Your brother is short. 

So:h goji:ya'? 

I: I ageji:ya'. 

Ohse:h neh ji:y"ah. 

Who's dog is that? 

My dog. 

The dog is fat. 
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Language Activity: 

Fill in the blanks: 

Fill in the blanks from the vocabulary words listed below. 
Some words are us�d more than once. The picture helps show 
where the blood goes to and from the heart. 

Your is made up 
--------

of mostly ;
----------

so drink a lot of 

and wash your 
--------

with and soap. 
--------

The strongest muscle in your 

is your 
------------

and your 

carries 
------------

_________ to every part 

of your 

your __________ , your

----------
and to your 

------------

Vocabulary: 

Otgwehsa' 
Oyagwi:ya' 
oya'da' 
ono'e' 
awenyahsa' 
oneganos 
onegadaiye:h 
o'syohsa' 

Blood 
toes 
body 
head 
heart 
water 
warm water 
skin 
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Tape entirely in Seneca 

Mother Getting Her Child Ready For School 

Mother: Hao' Satgeh. Wa'o:het. Get up! It's morning. 

Child: 

Mother: 

He'eh ak"noe:go's. 

Sa tg·ohsowa: eh 
Sahjowaeh 
Sado:tgah, koh. 

No, I have a hea�ache. 

Wash your face, 

(a little later) 

Mother: O'saje:nokde'? 

Ga:jih saje:h. 
Sadekho:nih. 

Wash your hands, 
and comb your hair. 

Did you finish? 

Come, sit down. 
You eat. 

Ahgwa, owisa:ta', koh. Bread, butter, too. 

Child: Oga'oh! 

Mother: Sahno'jowa:eh 

It is delicious! 

Brush your teeth. 

Child: Ga:weh gashowesha', gahigwa: koh? 

Mother: 

Mother: 

Mother: 

Where is the jacket and hat. 

Ne:dah waeh 

Daga'se' ne ga'sehdowa:neh. 
The busis coming. 

Go'geh ! 

(Child runs out the door.) 
.. 

.. . . Esgoge' ae'. 

Here it is. 

Hurry! 

I'll see you again! 
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Checkpoint B 

oya'da' 
gya'da' 
goya'da' 
hoya'da' 
sya'da' 
sya'da'geh 
gya'da'geh 

onc: P e:' 
akno'e:' 
gono'e:' 
hono'e:' 
sano'e:' 
sano'e:'geh 
akno'e:geh 

gegohsa' 
yegohsa' 
hagohsa' 
segohsa' 
segohsa'geh 
gegohsa'geh 

oga:' 
gega: ' 
yega: ' 
hag a: ' 
sega:' 
sega:'geh 
gega: 'geh 

ogo:da' 
gego:da' 
yeg'o:da' 
hago:da' 
sego:da' 
segoda'geh 
gegoda'geh 

ohsaga:en 
yehsaga:en 
hahsaga:en 
gehsaga:en 
sehsaga:en 
sehsa'geh 
gehsa'geh 

oge'a' 
agege'a' 
goge'a' 

body 
my body 
her body 
his body 
your body 
on your body 
on my body 

head 
my head 
her head 
his head 
your head 
on your head 
on my head 

my face 
her face 
his face 
your face 
on your face 
on my face 

eye 
my eye 
her eye 
his eye 
your eye 
on your eye 
on my eye 

nose 
my nose 
her nose 
his nose 
your nose 
on your nose 
on my nose 

mouth 
her mouth 
his mouth 
my mouth 
your mouth 
on your mouth 
on my mouth 

hair 
my hair 
her hair 
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hoge'a' 
sage's' 
sage'a'geh 
agege'a'geh 

ohda' 
gaohda' 
hohda' 
g�hda' 
saohda' 
saohda'geh 
agaohda'geh 

one:sha' 
yene:sha' 
hane:sha' 
snesha' 
knesha' 
knesha'geh 
snesha'geh 

ohsohda' 
yehsohda' 
hahsohda' 
sehsohda' 
gesohda' 
gesohda'geh 
sehsohda'geh 

onesho'gwa' 
yenesho'gwa' 
hanesho'gwa' 
snesho'gwa' 
knesho'gwa' 
knesho'gwa'geh 
snesho'gwa'geh 

o'nya' 
ge'nya' 
ye'nya' 
ha'nya' 
se'nya' 
ge'nya'geh 
se'nya'geh 

ohsi:no' 
gehsi:no' 
yehsi:no' 
hahsi:no' 
sehsi:no' 
gehsino'geh 
sehsino'geh 

his hair 
your hair 
on your hair 
on my hair 

ear 
my ear 
his ear 
her ear 
your ear 
on your ear 
on my ear 

arm 
her arm 
his aarm 
your arm 
my arm 
on my arm 
on your arm 

hand 
her hand 
his hand 
your hand 
my hand 
on my hand 
on your hand 

wrist 
her wrist 
his wrist 
your wrist 
my wrist 
on my wrist 
on your wrist 

finger 
my finger 
her finger 
his finger 
your finger 
on my finger 
on your finger 

leg 
my leg 
her leg 
his leg 
your leg 
on my leg 
on your leg 
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oyahda' 
gyahda' 
yeyahda' 
hayahda' 
syahda' 
syahda'geh 
gyahda'geh 

ojio'gwa' 
g�jio'gwa' 
yejio'gwa' 
hajio'gwa' 
sejio'gwa' 
sejio'gwa'geh 
gejio'gwa'geh 

ohsi'da' 
gahsi'da' 
sahsi'da' 
gohsi'da' 
hohsi'da' 
gahsi'da'geh 
sahsi'da'geh 

o:nya'sa' 
ge:nya'sa' 
se:nya'sa' 
ho:nya'sa' 
go:nya'sa' 

hahsi'dages 
gohsi'dages 
gahsi'dages 
sahsi'dages 

thigh 
my thigh 
her thigh 
his thigh 
your thigh 
on your thigh 
on my thigh 

ankle 
my ankle 
her ankle 
his ankle 
your ankle 
on your ankle 
on my ankle 

foot 
my foot 
your foot 
her foot 
his foot 
on my foot 
on your foot 

neck 
my neck 
your neck 
his neck 
her neck 

he has smelly feet 
she has smelly feet 
I have smelly feet 
your feet smell 
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sada:weh 

onegano:h 

onegadaiye:h 

esnegakdo:' 

egahdo:oh 

sahdo:oh 

swahdo:oh 

SWIMMING 

ogw�:nya:h lsahdo:oh? 

l:s, ne:wa' sahdo:oh. 

l:s yae' sahdo:oh. 

sade'sgo:goh 

you swim 

the water is cold 

the water is warm 

you will feel the water 

I will dive 

you dive 

all of you dive 

Can you dive? 

Your turn to dive. 

You dive first. 

you will get out of the water 

Hoga:e' eswade'sgo:go'. It's time for all of you to get out 
of the water. 

Ga:jih, sade'sgoh. Come, you get in the water. 

yoja'dagoewata towel 

saja'dago:eh dry yourself off 

Ga:weh, saja'dagoe:wata' Where is your towel? 

iswadaw� 1 hi 1 You are going swimming. 
(three or more people) 

edwadawe'ho' we are all going swimming 

Ga:nyo 
When 

egade'sgo:go' 
I get out of the water 

da:neh i:s 
then you 

esahdo:oh. 
can dive in. 
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TOPIC 12 

EDUCATION 





BASIC VOCABULARY 

TOPIC 12 

EDUCATION 

henodeyesdahgwa'geh school 

y8jeo:nya:nih female teacher 

hajeo:nya:nih male teacher 

haksa'a:h boy child 

yeksa'a:h girl child 

hadiksa'sho'8h children (many) 

h;nBdey�:sta' hodi'sehda' school bus 

yeyadohgwa'geh desk 

agwadeyesdahgwa'geh classroom (where we meet) 

henodahgwayedahgwa'geh locker (where they store things) 

gayadoshi' book/paper 

yeyadohgwa' pen/pencil 

yohso:ta' paint/crayons/markers 

ye�'neda:kta' ojisgwa' paste 

yohdo'dahgwa' eraser 
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COMMANDS 

seno'gya:d 

·Ogwe:nyoh

ga:jih

saje:h

ta'sa:je:h

sada<Shdi:yos

doda:sih

desata:g(k)

sehseno:nih sawehsho'oh

gahoak'ah desda't

desda't

desda't nekoh

sae'he't

gagwe:goh desehgwa:no:h

gado:ge: swe'se:k

\ 

seni:he:h

sadao:do:h

sahde:dih

sadeno'ge:at

Sa'nigoi:yi:da's?

se: noh

se:noh esnigoho't

go'geh

do: niyo:h

satga:toh

you wait 

you can or are able 

come 

sit down 

be quiet 

you listen 

repeat 

walk 

put your things away 

stand by the door 

stand up 

stand here 

stop 

pick everything up 

stay together 

you stop doing that 

you ask 

you go 

you try it 

Do you understand? 

don't 

don't cheat 

hurry 

how many 

you look at it 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

esa:go' 

desyeo:nyo:h 

dese:hda:d(t) 

deseno'sgwak 

sashe:d 

sya'da:eh 

sade:ye:s 

o'sade:ye:s 

sadesa'oh 

jahde:dih 

Do ni:yo: sasha:'s 

Dasgoh 

seho:do:h 

sehodo:goh 

syado:h 

sahsoh 

satga:nye:h 

sadeno:deh 

sata'do:h 

deyagyadi:h 

What is today? 

you pick out 

you touch 

run 

jump 

count 

draw 

you read 

Did yoµ read? 

Are you ready? 

let's go (you and I) 

test (how much do you remember) 

you give �t to me 

close the qoor 

open the door 

you write 

you coior; paint 

you play 

you sing 

you borrow 

we stay together 
(me and someone else � 
it could be your friend, 
grandmother, sister, 
husband, etc.) 
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INTERACTIONS 

Ogwe:nyo:h asdeh heyehdahgwa. he:ge:'? 
Can I go tp the bathroom? 

Ogwe:nyo:h eknegeij'no'? 

Sadohswe'da:nih? 

dedwa:do:n 

ne'eh 

SO: 

niyoje:eh? 

hi:ge:h? 

S 
••
0: ni:s? 

ga:weh 

Ga:we ho'se'? 

Ga:we hese'sgwa? 

hege'sgwa' 

Dewage'saiyes 

ha'dewe:nishe:ka:' 

agya'da:goh 

satis 

knoe's 

de'knoe's 

ogyade:o' 

oe, eh nijo:da:h? 

oja:no:n 

hoja:non 

goja:non 

egadotga' 

Can I go and get a drink? 

Are you hungry? 

you eat with us

What's happening? 

Who is that? 

Who are you? 

where 

Where are you going? 

Where have you been? 

I have been to 

I'm in a hurry. 

lunch time 

I'm late 

you move over 

like 

dislike 

my friend 

What is the date? 

it's cute 

he's cute 

she's cute 

I'll comb my hair 
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CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS 

Hae'. Sge:no' ne:h? 

E:h, I:s koh? 

Hello, how are you? 

Yes, and you? 

De'eh wenishade' ne:ge:h ne:wa'? 
What day �s it today? 

ne'eh niyoje:eh asdeh? 

ne'e ni:s sya: s'oh? 

ne'e haya:soh? 

ne'e yeya:soh? 

ne'e gayasoh? 

ne'e ne:ge:h? 

So:h ne: ge·: h? 

Do: ni:yo:h ne:ge:h? 

Do: niyoisda:'e:h? 

Ga:weh ho'se'? 

we:do:h? 

Ga:weh? 

De, �h? 

So:h? 

Ga:weh neh ? 

Tgayi:'? 

ne'e 

ne'e 

ne'e 

ne'e 

nisaje:eh? 

nyo:je:eh? 

niyagoje:eh? 

niyoje:eh? 

De'e na'od ihse:h? 

.. 
.. .. Esgo:ge' ae'. 

What is it like outside? 

What is your name? 

What is his name? 

What is her name? 

What is its name? 

What is this? 

Who is this? 

How many is this? 

What time is it? 

Where are you going? 

When? 

Where? 

What? 

Who? 

Where is the 

Is it correct? 

What are you doing? 

What is he doing? 

What is she doing? 

What is it doing? 

What do you want? 

I'll see you again. 

?
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Puppet Video 

NYAGWAI' 

GWA I YO: I 

JO'A:GA' 

GWA I YO: I 

NYAGWAI' 

GWA'YO:' 

DZO'A:GA' 

NYAGWAI' 

JO'A:GA' 

ALL: 

NYAGWAI', GWA'YO:', DZO'A:GA' KOH 

Esadeyesda:no'? 
Are you going to school? 

He'eh. 

No 

De'sge:no'? 
You don't feel well? 

l:Sgahdo: r agaja t daWi I Sha 1 • 

I lost my jacket. 

De'� niyohsohgo'de:h? 
What color is it? 

Je:sda'e: niyohsohgo'de:h agaja'dawi'sha'. 
Bl a ck j a c k e t 

0 1 ge:ge' 
I see it 

ne':h. 

Go'geh, saja'dawi't. 
Hurry, put your jacket on. 

Go'geh, daga'se'. 
Hurry, car is coming. 

.. 
.. .. Esgo:ge ae'. 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATIONS 

SITUATION: Two students in school, during lunch break. 

A: Ga:jih, sa:je:h nokoh. Sadohswe'da:nih? 

-B:

Come, sit down here. Are you hungry? 

He'eh. 
No, 

Da'agaqohswe'da:nih. 
I'm not hungry. 

A: De'eh niyoje:eh? 

B: 

What's happening. 

Dewage'saiyes. 
I'm in a hurry. 

A: Ga:weh ho'se'? 

Agya'da:hg.oh. 
I'm late. 

Where are you going? 

B: Ogwe'owe:ka: I henodeyesdahgwa'geh ho'ge'. 
Indian language classroom I am going 

A: D�'eh go:wah? 

B: 

Why? (what reason) 

Dewagade:jo:nih 
I need to 

ahsoh egade:ye:s. 
more I will read. 

Ne' ga:yo:nih dewage'saiyes. 
That's why I'm in a hurry. 
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TOPIC 12 

ADVANCED VOCABULARY 

asdeh 

wo'otgato' 

wa'e:ge' 

ga:nyo' 

wa:di:yo' 

hO I Se: goh 

sayadosha'sho:oh 

sadaohdi:yos 

egade:ye:s 

da:di:yo' 

wae:ni' 

gaya'deo:nyo' 

gagwe:goh 
swagwe:goh 

edwa:negea'no' 

swawehsho'oh 

outside 

she looked 

she saw 

after/later 

they arrived 

you go get 

your papers 

you listen 

I read 

they came in 

they said 

pictures 

all of it 
all of you 

we will all go to get a drink of water -

your things (more than 3 people) 
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he
0

dWe: I 

sya'ko:h 

yea'neda:kta' ojisgwa' 

ese'ne:da:k 

asdeh heyehdahgwa' 

sniyo:do:h 

neh or ne 

esahsoh 

koh 

e:h 

h�:ge:t 

we will go there 

cut out/slice 

paste (noun) 

paste (verb) 

bathroom 

hang up more than one thing 
(example: pictures) 

the 

you will draw 

you will color 

also, too 

yes 

I will go there 
(example: bathroom) 
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ACTIVITY 

Wa:di:yo' neh 
They arrived the 

hadiksa'sho'oh. 
children. 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can you 

esya'dae', 
draw 

esahsoh 
color 

koh neh 
too the 

E:h, wae:ni'. 
Yes, they said. 

Sniyo:do:h 
Hang up 

Sehseno:nih 

neh 
the 

You put it away 

gaya'deo:nyo'. 
pictures. 

sawehsho'oh. 
all your things. 

Write in English the following terms. 

asdeh heyehdahgwa' 

esya'dae' 

.. 
. .. Sya'ko:h 

edWa: neg•ea I no I 

yea'n�da:kta' ojisgwa 

ga:nyo' 

gagwe: go"h 

sayadosha'sho'oh 

hedwe:' 

wa:di:yo' 

gaya'deo:nyo'. 
pictures. 
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DIALOGUE 

Read the following story. Answer the questions on the next page 
in Seneca. 

Asdeh wo'otgato' ne 
Outside she looked the 

•• •••• 
h yojeo:nya:ni • 

female teacher. 

Wa:wodi:ge' 
She saw them 

hadiksa' she>' oh 
children 

wa:di:yo'. 
they arrived. 

Ga:nyo' 
When 

Swaje:h 

da:di:yo', 
they came in, 

"Hae'" 
"Hi II 

wal!:ni'. 
they said. 

ta'swa:je:h, koh. 
all of you sit down and all of you be quiet, too 

Ho'se:goh 
You go get· 

sayadosha'sho:oh. 
your papers. 

Sadaohdi:yos 
You listen 

ga:nyo' 
when 

egade:ye:s. 
I read. 

sya'da:eh, 
You draw 

sahsoh koh neh- · gaya'di8:nyi 1 

color and the pictures 
ga:nyo' "egade:y'i:s. 

when I will read

sya'ko:h, 
Cut out and 

da:neh 
then 

ese'ne:da:k. 
paste 

Ogwe:nyo:h 
Can I 

asdeh heyehdahgwa' 
bathroom 

he:ge:t. 
go there? 

.. 

E:h, 
r.): ""�.,,11.,,_
dwagwe:goh 

everyone 
edwa:negeii'no'. 

Yes, we will all get a drink. 

Sehseno:nih saw�hsho'oh. 
Put away your things. 

Asdeh h�dwe: 1
• 

outside we are going 

Ogwe:nyo:h deswehda:d, 
You can you all run, 

desw�n6'sgwak 
you all jump 

koh. 
also 
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ACTIVITY 

Answer the following questions in Seneca fro• the dialogue. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Ga:weh 
Where 

s·o: h 
Who 

So:h 
Who 

Di P l!h 
What 

De'E!h 
What 

De' 
What 

wo'chgato' ne 
she looked the 

yojeo·:nya:nih? 
female teacher? 

waidi:yo'? 
they arrived? 

da:di:yo'? 
they came in? 

WaE!:ni' neh hadiksa'sho'cfh? 
they said the children? 

wa'e:ge' neh yojeo:nya:nih? 
did see th� teacher? 

.. na: 
is 

ge: doh, 
it means 

II S W a f E! : h II ?
"swaje: h"? 

7. De' koh wa'a:ge'?
What too did she say?

a. oe , eh
What

ge:doh 
does it mean 

asdeh heyehdahgwa'? 
asdeh heyehdahgwa'? 
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"TOPIC 13 

CULTURAL 

ACTIVITIES 





SECTION 1: CULTURAL 

VOCABULARY 

Gaenodogest:a• 

ga'nohgo:oh 

gasdowe'sa'sho'oh 

ono'ga:' 

ganyahde: ga'no:wa' 

osno' 

onyohsa' 

0 s·wa: de: h 

hadzi:noh hohsyonyasha' 

gayo:wa'o:weh 

gasdo:wa' 

degaye:o' yenihjasta' 

TOPIC 13 

Musical lnst:ruaent:� 

water drum 

rattles 

horn rattle 

turtle rattle 

bark rattle 

gourd r-a t t 1 e 

Traditional Clothing 

womens' outfit 

mens' outfit 

moccasins 

headdress 

beaded necklace 
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Ganohse:s 

yoedza' ge: ka:' 

gedzoh oeno' or gedzaeno' 

o'sdowa'go:wa:h 

hadenota' 

henodeno: ta' 

hadiyetwas 

gaehdagahatweh 

ye:ye:twas 

haye:twas 

ho�hjish;g�:nye:h 

goehjishaga:nye:h 

Hadiyetwa:gwas 

wadiyetwago' 

Long house 

social dancing 

fish dance 

Feather dance (ceremonies) 

singer 

singers 

Planting 

plowed ground 

she's planting 

he is planting 

he is hoeing 

she is hoeing 

They are harvesting 

they harvested 
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Food 

.. 

johehgoh all food which keeps us alive 

o·no: hgwa' corn soup 

one:'da' roast corn soup 

OgO: 8•8 I baked corn 

o'niyosda:gi' cracked corn soup 

oji:sgwa' mush 

onoda: ' hominy 

o'ho:sda' dumpling 

gagaehdehdo' corn bread 

ga:hgwagi:'da:h fried bread (ghost bread) 

0s4e'dajisgwa' mashed beans 

dewenode:no:de:' three sisters 
(corn, beans, squash) 

yete'dahgwa' corn pounder 

ga'nigahda' mortar 

yegaehdowa:'ta' corn basket 
(to wash the corn) 
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Atga:nye'sha'sho'oh Games and toys 

ono:nya' gaya'da' corn husk doll 

gage:da' javelin 

dewa'e:o' lacrosse 

ga:wa:sa' snowsnake 

wa'e:no'' ga'no'' koh bow and arrow 

Gaiyo'dasha'sho'oh Occupations 

oedohgwa' gaje' 

hahge:ogwas wood carver 

ha'eo:ta' trapper 

hado:wa:s hunter 

yot'ahsyo:nih basketweaver 
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SEC!ION 2: OGWE'O:WEB 

ede:ka:' 

soeh 

sawadehgwa:e' 

sawan ni: dadze 

ga'ehda:' 

o'ga:hgwa'di:he't 

sa:ga:hgwa'di:he't 

ga'ehda:' 

Directions 

Otowe'ge:gwa:h 

Jone:no'ge:gwa:h 

Tga:gwitge'sgwa:h 

Hega:hgwe'sgwa:h 

se·asons 

Ge"gwidekneh 

••

Gehe:neh 

Geokneh 

Goshe:neh 

TIME 

day 

night 

new moon 

new month 

first quarter 

full moon (present) 

last quarter 

No,rth (where it is cold) 

South (where it is warm) 

East (where the sun 

West (where the sun 

Spring 
(the air changes, 
it will get warm on 
Mother Earth again) 

Summer 
(Mother Earth warms 

up again) 

Fall 
(Harvest moon) 

Winter 
(Mother Earth will 

rest/sleep) 

rises) 

sets) 
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Months 

We:ni'dade:nyo' Months 

Nisgowakneh January 

Niyo'not'a:h February 

O'not'ah March 

Gano'gat April 

Yaikneh May 

Haye:niah June 

Saisgekneh July 

Gede'okneh August 

Ge:okneh September 

Gahsa'kneh October 

Jodto:h November 

Nis'ah December 
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Days of Week 

We:nisha:de:nyo' 

O'wede:dat 

Sweda:dih. 

Ha'dewedaeh 

.. 
' .. 

Eyohe'tgeh 

We:da:k'ah 

We:da:k 

-� . . .. 

Awedadogehdoh 

Days 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 
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Days 

Ede: ka: ' 

dayohe'o:je' 

dawedo:de' 

wa'o:he't 

ohe'oh 

sedehjia:ne:gwa:h 

ha'dewe:nishe:h 

0 t. We : n i Sh 3 di a I t 

hega:hgwa:'ah 

weda:jis 

o'ga:s'ah 

wa'o'ga:h 

eyo'ga:h 

ho'gahgwe't 

o'we:nishe:da't 

ode:nisyo'k 

soeh 

ha'dewahso:tweh 

o'wahsodadia't 

eyo:he"'t 

we:nishade' 

wahsodade' 

sga:d eyo:da:' 

dekni: eyo:da: I 

washe: neyo:da: t 

Day 

morning is coming 

daybreak 

it became morning 

it has become morning 

forenoon 

middle of the day (noon} 

afternoon 

before sunset 

dusk 

evening 

it has become evening 

tonight 

sunset 

day ended 

end of the day 

night 

midnight 

after midnight 

when it's morning (tomorrow} 

a particular day 

a particular night 

it will be 1 day hence 

it will be 2 days hence 

it will be 10 days hence 
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SEC'l'ION 3: 

ga'hnya' 

d�:ho:ta' 

da:'nyoda:s 

hajesdanih 

hatga:nyeh 

henotga:nyeh 

INTERACTIONS 

go'geh 

desehda:d 

desno'honya'k 

dah$a:dih 

dwatgwe:nih 

da:ho'ya:s 

ja:go so:h 

LACROSSE TERMS 

hay�oh da:ho:ta' 

da:yi!h da:ho:ta' 

dese'hoshak 

hayano:we' 

haya'dasn·o:we' 

wo'iigwahdo:' 

gao' dasa:tis 

gwe'ta' 

lacrosse 

stick 

goalie 

center 

coach 

player 

players 

hurry 

run 

catch it 

throw it 

let's win 

shoote.r 

go for it 

goalie knows how 

goalie doesn't know how 

pick ball up 

he runs fast 

he moves fast 

we lost 

move this way

almost 
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ho'ga:e' 

... 

dwahsa:weh 

wa'agwatgwe:ni' 

egadeno'ge:ad 

sadeno'ge:ad 

desa'sae:yeh 

ho'seh 

agatgae:yo' 

satgae:yoh 

hesatgae:yoh 

jo:do'k 

ha'degayi:' 

akno:'seh 

sano:'seh 

san'd: kdo: d 

hesya'dage:hah 

ga:ji neko:gwa:h 

.. 
' . ho:we:gwa: ho se:h 

o'taho'ya:k 

de'takiyeta' 

deseho:'ya:k 

dahsa:dih 

ho'sa:dih 

sado'ne:k 

sasha:ek 

it's time 

let's begin 

we won 

I'm going to try 

you try it 

hurry up 

go on 

I'm watching 

you watch 

watch him 

not enough 

it's enough 

I'm lazy 

you're lazy 

you have time; room 

help him 

come this way 

go that way 

he shot at the goal 

defense 

you shoot for the goal 

you throw it here 

you throw it there 

you move out of the way 

you watch out 
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TOPIC 14 

TRAVEL 





RESERVATIONS 

Ga'da:gesge·:g• 

Ohi:yo' 

Ta:nlSwo:de' 

Jonohsade:g�h 

Dasgeowl!'geh 

On8da'geh 

Agwisasneh 

Ga:n8wc5'geh 

C)Neyotga:' 

PLACES 

Ha'no:wa:hgeh 

Ganodage:n 

ogwe'owe:neh 

Swe:g:i• 

TOPIC 14 

TRAVEL 

Cattaraugus 

Alleghany 

Tonawanda 

Cornplanter 

Tuscarora 

Onondaga 

St. Regis (Mohawk) 

Caughnawaga (Mohawk) 

Oneida 

The Turtle 

Ganagarro (Victor, NY) 

Reservation 

Canada 

135 



MEANS OF TRAVEL 

ga'sehda' 

dekni: dewe'nisgaon 

ga'sehdayano:we! 

ga'sehdowa:neh 

dega:d,;s 

.dosgeh 

we: l!"h 

we:ehdzih 

sgetgwa:dih 

sgetgwa:di:gwa:h 

gyt!osde>: gwa: h 
• 

INTERACTIONS 

hadisnye's 

tadinoge' 

snoge' 

hadiya'soh 

so:h 

ga:weh 

car 

bicycle 

train 

bus  
airplane 

close 

far 

further away 
(more than far) 

left 

towards the left 

right 

towards the right 

they speak 

they live 

do you live 

they are called 

who 

where 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES 

D .. e ''e' h ''h ' ne sye: hehsyo·•? 

De'eh no''s'ye: I .  o'syri'? 

How do you get there? 

How did you get here? 

D�' eh n�'hs•ye:' etsahd.ti:di'? How are you getting home? 

Ogwe:nyo: ewoge'se:'? Can I have a ride? 

Do you need a ride? 

Do: 
,, Jo • neyonishe't ese'se:k? How long are you going to 

stay? 

Di>: n8' 8nishe't itse's? How long were you there? 

D�'eh nijoje:eh? What's going on nver there? 

We:do:h �wahsaw�:h? When does it start? 

Do: c, :• •. fl� neyoisda'e:a:k heyogwayo:ok? 
What time do we have to be there? 

When does it end? 
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SAMPLE CONVERSATION 

A : De· tad i was aye": ' S we : g e ' ·e yo : he ' t •
There's a snowsnake game in Canada tomorrow •. 

B: Ne'hoh hfhse:'? 
Are you going to go there? 

.. 

A: E:h. 
Yes. 

Deg a: was a: ge: agy�·,. 
I have two sticks. 

Wi:yo:h d�kny��da:s. 
They are running good. 

•• •• •• � I 
B: So: koh e:notga:ny�: ? 

Who else will be playing? 

A: Onoda'geo:no', 
Onondaga 

Ganodaseo:n8' koh. 
Newtown and. 

.. 

B: Ehsado:wi'? 
Are you driving there? 

A: i:h. He;ya'd�:je:t hae'gwah neh hahji'. 
Yes. My older brother is going, too. 

B: Ogwe:nyo: eW00ge I Se: hdak? 
Can I ride there with you? 

A: Do:ge:s, 
Sure, 

Degyo' neyoisda'e:ak sedehjiah egahde:di'. 
I'm leaving at 8:00 in the morning. 
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CONVERSATION 

Ha'no:wa:h 

u I Neoge 

Nyagwai I 

Neoge' 

Nyagwai' 

Neoge' 

Nygwai' 

Neoge' 

Ne ogV' , 
Neogi', 

.. ., Nyagwai' ne:ge:h. 
this is Nyagwai'. 

b I I• h Onoda geh nitawe:no: • 
He came from Onondaga. 

onrhjih he'j�:dak n�koh. 
He used to live here years ago. 

•• •• •• Nya:weh age:no'. Hae' 
Hi 

Nyagwai'. 
Nyagwai'. Thank you for being well. 

Ga:we ni:s tsn8ge' o:nVh? 
Where do you live now? 

Hae' 
Hi 

.. , Neoge • 
Neog�··. 

••• •• Nedrow dwagahdeJo:h. 
I am from Nedrow. 

Do: ne"yo"nishe't esajt>'se:ak? 
How long are you going to stay/visit? 

s we : n i ' d a : t· • 
One month. 

,, ,, 

Do:ge:s? So: 
Really? Who 

... ,. No'yen keyo'se:h. 
I am visiting my mother. 

neh sano'�h? 
is your mother? 

Jo':yaik 
Robin is 

yeya:s�h. 
her name. 

Onodago:gwa: jeno:ge'. 
She lives in Bucktown. 

Jo'sgohsehdoh ho'ge' eyo:he't. 
I am going to Niagara Falls tomorrow. 

•• •• •• •• ti 
Onoda' geono' e te: notga: nye: '. 
Onodaga is playing there. 

Hehsya'da:je:t? 
Do you want to come along? 
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Nyagwai' 

Ne og"e' 

Nyagwai' 

Neoge' 

\t 

Do:ge:s. 
'" ' .. .. ;. 

Do: neyoisda'e:ak heyogwayo:k? 
Sure. What time do we have to be there? 

,. � ,. Degyo' neyoisda'e:ak. 
Eight o'clock. 

' 
•• t ,.. �' 

Ye:i neyoisda'e:ak edwahde:di'. 
Six o'clock we'll leave. 

Nyoh, 
Okay, 

ne'hoh niyo:weh esgo:g�'. 
I'll see you then. 

Jigwus gskni:ge'. 
I'll see you two later. 
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<�URRENT 

EVENTS 





TOPIC 15 

CURRENT EVENTS 

TOPIC 15, CU·RRENT EVENTS is defined as: 

Political, social, 
� , .. which pertain to ugwe'o:weh 

cultural and economic aspects 
society and its relationship to 

the world. 
Present government 
Current political issues 
Current economic issues 

Cultural aspects: 
Artistic expressions by modern artisans 
Historical and artistic sites 

Each teacher will decide which aspects of the current 
events will be taught for the current year based on the 
current issues. Guest speakers may be invited to share 
their views. Videotapes presenting several aspects of a 
current event could be utilized. 

Several possible areas have been identified for this 
unit: 

Grand Council Unit: Explores the structure of the Grand 
Council and gives students a chance to participate in the 
process. 

Kinzua Dam: The history of the flooding of portions of 
Allegany reservation for the construction of Kinzua Dam. 

Ganodagen: The site of this historic Seneca Village 
was dedicated on July 18, 1987. An excellent videotape is 
available which tells the history and culture of the 1700's. 

Salamanca Lease: The expiration of the Salamanca lease 
will put this topic at the forefront of current events in 
the near future. 

Modern artisans: Videotapes are available on current 
artists and artisans including pottery, corn husk dolls. 
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APPENDIX 





NUMBERS 

Counting in Seneca is very simple and ea�y to learn. The 
Seneca numerical system is also a Base 10 system, the same 
as the English laniuage. Once you have learned to count up 
to ten, the rest is fast and easy. 

1---sga:d 
2---dekni:h 
3---s\ih 
4---ge:ih 
5-... -wis 
6---ye:ih 
7-... -dza:dak
8---degycf•
9-... -j ohdb':
1 o--wash�i: h

The teens are almost 
the same as 1-10. The dif­
ference is adding sgae' to 
end of 1-10 •. 

11---sga:sgae' 
12---dekni:sgae' 
13---si:sgae' 
14---ge:ihsgae' 
15---wis sgae' 
16---ye:i'sgae' 
17---dza:daksgae 
18---degyo'sgae' 
19---johdg:sgae' 
20---dewashEf:h 

The pattern for 20-100 will remain the same and will again 
use the numbers 1-10. 

21---dewashi:sga1d 
22--- 11 11 deknih 
23--- 11 11 SE!h 

24--- II II ge:ih 
25--- 11 11 wis 
26--- II ti ye:i 1 

27--- 11 t1 dza:dak 
28--- II II degyo'I 
29--- II II johdo:h 
30--- II II Se niwashl:h 

50---wis niwash?:h 
60---ye:i'niwashl:h 
70---dza:dak niwashe:h 
80---degyB' piwashl: 
90---johd�:h niwashi:h 

31---s� niwashi:sga:d
32--- 11 11 dekni:h 
3 3--- 11 11 s\rh 
34--- II II ge:ih 
35--- 11 11 wis 
36--- II II ye:i' 
37--- 11 11 dza:dak 
38--- II II degylf' 
39--- II II johdo:h 
40---ge:i niwashr:h 

For the numbers between 100-999 also have a simple pattern. 
Look at the examples below and the pattern will repeat for 
each set of hundred. 

100---sga:d 
200---dekni:h 
300---slfh 
400---ge:ih 
500---wis 

Example 

niwt!'nya'e:h 
II II 

II II 

II ti 

II II 

101---sga:d niw�'nya'e:h sga:d 

600---ye:i' 
700---dza:dak 
800---degyb"• 
900---j ohdi>: h 

125--- 11 11 " dewash�·:h wis 

niwe''nya'e:h 
II II 

II II 

II II 
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SEE 

ge:gl!h 
se:ge°h? 
ye:g�h? 
ha:geh? 
hadi:gt!h 
Ogwe:nyo: �hse:ge'? 

o'ge:ge' 
o'se:ge'? 

HEARING 

agat<>:de' 
de'agat8:de' 

sato:de' 
hoto:de' 
gott>:de' 
hon6:to:de' 
i:>gwato:de' 

SMELL 

•• ••ageseno:swas
.. .. sasenoswas 

hose
1

n8swas 
? 

g OS e·no•swa S
hod i se·no·: s was 

TASTE 

age:kd8' 
se:kdo' 
heokdc$' or 
aye: kdo· 1 or 
he �·d 1 : k d o·•

---

ha: kdc>' 
yo:kdo' 

SENSES 

I see it 
do you see it? 
does she see it? 
does he see it? 
they see 
Can you see it? 

I saw it 
did you see it? 

I can hear 
I don't hear 

do you hear?/can you hear? 
he heard 
she heard 
they heard 
we hear 

I smell 
do you smell 
he smells 
she smells 
they smell 

I tasted it 
you taste 
he tastes 
she tastes 
they t�ste 

? 
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TOUCH 

clegyeonyoh 
.. •• •• hclesyeo:nyo: 

0' j eyeo·nyo·:'
!!I - •• ' o'tayeonyo: 

l LIKE

knoe's 
snoe's 
hanoe's 
yenoe's 
hadinoe's 

gonoe's 

0 r degyonyo·h 
or dedzlN,nyc>: h 

I will touch 
you touch 
she touched 
he touched 

I like 
you like 
he likes 
she.likes 
they like 

I like you 
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who 
what 
where 
when 
why 
while 

I think 
and, too, also 
the 
all 

I saw 
Did you see? 
I will see 

if 
I don't know. 
don't 

big 
small 

HELPERS 

now, at the time 
pick it up 
pick them up 

me, too 
you, too 

isn't it so 
this time 
you, this time or 

i.t's your turn

yes, in fact 
then 
this 
that 

so:h 

d1!' e"h Or na I Od 
ga:weh 
we:dSh 
d�'eh nlgo: wa:h 
ga:nyo 

I:wi:h 
koh 
neh 
gagwe:goh 

oge: ge0 ' 

o'se:ge' 
ege: ge·• 

je:gwah 
·Di'gwa:h

sl!: n t>h

gowa:neh
niwa'a:h

o:neh
de:sek
desehgwa:no:h

i; I koh
i:s koh

waye: '
ne:wa'

i:s ne:wa'

do:ge·s - do:ges:
dih
nii:ge:h
hi:ge:h

- do:ge:s
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KINSHIP TERMINOLOGY 

gano:ksha' = relationship, kinship. 

khwaji:ya' = my family 

ha:waji:y;, = his family 

ye:waji:ya' - her family 

swawaji:ya' = your family 

shena:ksh6' = yout relatives. 

_he:no:k - I'm related to him.

she:no:k == you are related to her,him. 

swade:no:k = you are related. 

agwade:no:k • we are related to each other. 

no'ya,h = 'mother' 

i:' no'yeh my mother 
akno'eh ='my mother' 

sano'eh = 'your mother' 

hono'eh = 'his mother' 

ono'eh = 'her mother' 

hodino'eh = their mother 

ethino'e0h = "Our Mother the Earth", 
"Supporters of our feet" 
"Sky Woman" 
mothers in a group 

ha'nih = 'my father' 

ya'nih == 'your father' 

ho'nih = 'his or her 
father' 

hodi'nih = 'their father' 

howo'nih = 'her or their 
father 

our mother as used by brothers and sisters 
this term is also used for 'clan mother' 

oki:noeh = "Mother Earth" 

hodino'eh = 'their mother' 
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so:d • 'be grandparents to•, refers to older members of relationship. 

akso:d = 'my grandmother' 

hakso:d = 'my grandfather' 

sahso:d = 'your grandmother' 

yahso:d = 'your grandfather' 

hohso:d = 'his grandfather" 

gohso:d = her grandfather 

.etihso:d = 'our grandmother', this term is used 
ceremonially to refer to the moon. 

akso:dgo:wa:h = 'my great grandmother' 

hakso:dgowa:h = 'my great grandfather' 

:de' = 'be grandparents to', refers to younger set in r�lationship. 

gwade' = my grandchild 

heya:de' = 'my grandson' 

keya:de' = 'my granddaughter' 

kinship: one generation apart: parents and children. 

Parents would use these terms. 

hea:wak = 'my son' 

kea:wak = 'my daughter' 
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kinsmen of �he same generation: 'siblings' • brothers and �isters. 

he'ge:' = 'mY younger brother' 
·"t

ke'ge:' = 'my younger sister'

hehse'ge: I = 'your younger brother' 

se'ge: 1 
= 'your younger sister' 

ahj i' - '(she is) my older sister'

hahji' = '(he is) my older brother'

sahji' = 'your older sister' 

yahji' = 'your older brother' 

kinsmen: one generation apart, aunts and uncles. 

age:hak = 'my aunt' 

sahak = 'your aunt' 

gohak = 'her aunt' 

hohak = 'his aunt' 

hakno'seh a 'my uncle' 

yano'seh = 'your uncle' 

shagono'seh ='her uncle' 

hono'seh = 'his or her uncle' 
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kinsmen: one generation apart: nephews and nieces. 

heye:wo:de' = 'my nephew', I'm his uncle. 

•• •• d •• '
keye:wo: e = 'my niece', I'm her uncle. 

hehse:wo:de' = 'your nephew', you're his uncle. 

seye:wo:de' = 'your niece', you're her uncle. 

hehs8 1 neh = 'my nephew', I'� his aunt. 

kehs3'neh = 'my niece', I'm her atint._ 

kinsmen: same generation: cousins. 

agyi:'se:' = 'my cousin'. We ar� cousins. (dual) 

agwa:'se:' = 'my cousins'. We are cousins. (plural) 

de'snya:se:' = your cousins 

Twins: 

de:ni:keh = 'they are twins' (male) 

dekni:k,eh = 'they are twins' (female) 
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